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1uDeuent 
Wie — as Nations, Gee. 


Orernitient in gener, is endes aid inftituted 
by God, is circumſcribed and limited by bim t 
eterciſtd according to the Laws of Nature, in 
ſetviency to his own Glory, and the Benefit f 
r Mankind. All Rulers are confined by the Almig 
rites ſupreme Sovereign, to Ang their governing Power, for 
eee — Service and Honour, and to exercile theit Au- 
ity for the Safety, Welfare and Profperity of thoſe ovet whom 
they art eſtabliſhed. Tho? there were no previous Coth 'and 
Agreements between: Princes and People as to theſe, yet Princes 
would bobliged 1 to obſerve them, foraſmuch as they are ſettled 
und determined by the Law and Appointment of the divine Le- 
Slater, ard eh the univerſat Sovereign. W hoſoever therefore 
refifeth to e Subordmation unto, and for God, and i 
order to the cen and Benefit of the Community, ceaſe 
ts atifwer the Ends unto which Magiftracy was inſtituted, and 
for whith tectotal Authority is eftabliſh'd over, and among Men. 
Nor is it in the Choice or Power of any Society, at their ce 
the Forms of Government, under whieh they are 2 15 
— and at their nominating rhe Perſons to whom ot Bp 
* * — * W e towards, and over t cares, 
and avenpging Injurjes offered them by aches; 
— and extend the Power of thoſe, whom they conftit 
Meir Rulers, the Limits and Bounqaries by w 1 * 
Muth ſtated at confi þ tes in the Charter of 
Revaation: Though People, may both then, and bai 
ifid;e themftlves; as hey "ink meet, in things under their o.]/n 
— and eithet contraxt᷑ or enlarge the Ruler's Power, in tę- 
& to what * 1 4 Right to retain or depart from, fot 
cke fel ot im efit of the Community yet they can ng 
Ways inefpole im the Diſpoſal of the Rights which belong unts 
God, and whith he hath incommunicably reſerved to himjelf 
fer eat they confer ——_ aid Degrees of Authority 


upon. 


[2] 
8 upon thoſe whom they elect and advance to Magiſtracy, which 
God hath antecedently precluded the one from beſtowing, and 
"the other from receiving. For Example, no Body or 7 
Men, can framer a Power unto thoſe whom they ſelect and ſet 
apart from among themſelves to be Rulers over the Community; 
by Virtue whereof thoſe veſted with Magiſterial Authority, can 
withdraw their Subjects from their Allegiance'to God, or act ar- 
bitraily in preſcribing and impoſing what Religion they pleaſe, 
or deſtroy the meaneſt Perſon, ſaving upon a previous Crime, 
and a juſt Demerit. 2 8 
2. No Man of common Senſe can imagine, that at the firſt 
Propagation of Mankind, there were fuch Governments as are 
amongſt us at this Time. But in thoſe Times each Father, with- 
out being ſubject to any ſuperior Power, governed his Wife, 
Children and Servants, according to his Will and Pleaſure. Now 
it ſeems very probable, thateven at the Time of the there 
was no Magiſtracy or civil Conſtitution, but that the Goyern- 
ment was lodged only in each Father of his Family : For it is 
. ſcarce to be imagined, that ſuch abominable Diſorders ſhould have 
been introduced, where the Power of Magiftracy and Laws was 
- exerciſed ; and it is obſervable, that after once the Rules of Go- 
vernment were conſtituted, we do not find Mankind in general, 
run into ſuch Enormities, of which God Almighty was obliged 
to purge the World by an univerſal Puniſhment. Puftenderf's In- 
troduRtion to the Hiſtory of Europe, Page r. nf 
3. Now God having, in the Inſtitution of Magiſtracy, con- 
fined ſuch as ſhall be choſen Rulers, within no other Limits, in 
reference to our civil Concerns, fave that they are to govern for 
the Good of thoſe over whom they come to be eſtabliſhed 3 it ro- 
mains free and entire to the People at their firſt Erection of, and 
Submiſſion to Government, to preſcribe and define what ſhall be 
the Meaſures and Boundaries of the publick Good, and unto 
what Rules and Standard the Magiſtrate ſhall be reſtrained, in or- 
der to bis defending and promoting the Benefit of the Society of 
which he is created the civil and political Head. And every one 
being equally Maſter of his own Preperty and Liberty, antece- 
dently to their Agreement with one another, and to the Compact 
of the Univerſality, or at leaft of the Majority with him, or thoſe 
whom they call to rule over them; it evidently follows, that 
thoſe who come to be cloathed with Magiſtracy, can lay claim 
to no more Authority over the Liberty, or pretend to no more 
Right in and over the Property of that Body Politick, than what 
the Community conferred upon them, and doth voluntarily di- ſe 
veſt themſelves of, upon the Proſpect of the Advantages ariſing I gi 
to them from their living in Societies, and under Magiſtrates. in 
We muſt ſuppoſe all Mankind to have been infatuated, if they I tt 
ſhauld have ſubmitted themſelves to the Jur. ſdiction of one, who ci 
kad no antecedent Right to command them, meerly in order to I ti 
n eee ee er 
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d their being in a worſe Condition than they preyioully were: And 
f I therefore "ſeeing the Power Extent and Latitude of the Magiſ- 
t frate's Power muſt awe i 5 Original to ſome Grant of the People, 
it is incumbent upon him to prove and juſtify the ſeveral Degrees 
n ind Meafures of Authority and Pretagative which he pretends to 
chim. And what he cannot derive'from ſome Conceſſion of the 
„ I} Society, muſt be acknowledged to remain ſtill veſted in the Peo- 
„ple, as their reſerved” Privilege and Right. And whatever in- 
jurioas Power he aſſumes and exerciſes over them, which he can- 
t got prove their Surrender of from themſelvesunto him, argues 
ce not only his departing from the Compact betwixt him and the 
Community, by Virtue whereof he was ordained andcreated their 
e, Ruler, but it renders him guilty of an Tavafion upon the Rid hts 
of the whole Society, and upon every indiyidual Member of it. 
e © Force or Conqueſt give no juſt nor, legal Title over a 1 75 
by which the Conqueror becomes their Magiſtrate, until they, 
ſome Conſent, either tacit or explicit, declare their Submiſſion 
to, and Acquieſcence in him, upon the beſt Terms which they 
can obtain, and that he is willing to grant. And as no civil G 
vernment is lawful, but what is founded upon Compact and A- 
greement between thofe' choſen to govern, and them who con- 
deſcended to be governed; ſothe Articles upon which they firſt 
ſtipulate the one with the ather, become the Fundamentals of the 
reſpective Conſtitutions of Nations, and, together with ſuperadded 
politive Laws, are both, the Limits of the Ruler's Authority, and 
the Meaſures of the Subjects Obedience. To extend the Gover- 
nor's Right to command, and Subjects Duty to obey, beyond the 
Laws of one's Country, is Treaſon againſt the Conſtitution, and 
Treachery to the Society whereof we are Members: And to diſ- 
folve the Ties by which Princes ſtand confined, and overthrow 
the'Hedges by which the reſerved Rights, Privileges and Proper- 
ties of the Subjects are fenced about, tempts every Prince to be- 
come a Tyrant, and to make all his Subjects Slaves. All previous 
Agreements, Stipulations and Laws, are made inſignificant by 
that pernicious and adulatory Doctrine of Von-refi/tance, when 
cur Rights are arbitarily invaded, and the Conftitution and Go- 
vernment openly attacked. Such a Doctrine tricks and cheats 
thoſe that were antecedently free, into a Nooſe, and State 4 
Thraldom and Bondage. under the ſpecious and gilded Pre tenc 
„ . ik 
4. As it is by Virtue of Compads, Stipulations Compromi- 
ſes and Agreements, that all legal Governments have their Ori- 
ginal and Eftabliſhment, that various and diſtinct Forms obtain 
in different Countries, and that a Title and Right to exerciſe Aw 
thotity, and the Method of arriving at it, is provided for and pre 
cured, fo every Subject's Allegiance is firſt owing to the Conſtitu- 
tion, and to the Ruler only, in the Force and Virtue of what 
every Member of the PEP Society is bound unto, by the 
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[6] 
tereſt in his Libetty and Property is cotivey'd unto him, by the 
lame Terms and Channels, and fericed about with the ſame Hedges 
and Pales. Hin tells us in his Mirror, Chap, 1. That the Saxöns 
baving put an End to the Hept r«by;' by _— the continual 
' Wars that at tended the Reigning of '/o' many" Kings in ſo niarrow 4 
Compaſs of Land, they thuſe thimſelves one King to maintain and 
defend their Perſons and Goods in Peact ; by Rules of Law, and made 
bim ſtuear, thut ' he'ſhould'be obedient to ſuffer Right as well as his 
| People ſhould be. For according to Bracion, Lib. 3. C. 9. The tohole 
ower of the King of England, is to dd Gd, and not to do Hurt; 
wor can” he de uny Thing as a King, but what he can legally do. 
And as we know no King, but a King by Law]; ſo we are aſſuted 
dy Ferteſcue, Lib. I. c. 8. — c. 9. Mat he governs not his Peo- 
by a' Regal and an Abſolute Power,” hut by à Politics, i. e. H a 
Limited Legal Power. Hence our Princes wefe, and are bound 
to ſwear at their Coronation, That t hey would govern adtording to 
Law, and preſer de unto them all their Cuſtoms and Hranchiſes, (Stat. 
of Proviſ. 25 Ed. III.) Nor can we have a clearer Evidence of the 
legal Extent of the King's Authority, and of the Dimenſion of 
the Obedience which the Subject is bound unto, than that which 
we have in the Oath of Fealty formerly taken by the Subject; 
namely, That he ſhould be obedient 10 all the King's Laws," arid to 
every Precept and Proceſs proceeding from the 71050 (Willis: 
Treat. Coron. Sc. Court-Leet, c. p- 140. Nor is that un- 
worthy our Obſervation, which Hen. I. writ to the Pope, when 
-attack'd by him about the Matter of Inveſtitares, viz.” That he 
could not diminiſh the” Rights either of the Cron ar of the Kingdom, 
and that if he ſhould be ſo abject and meam us to attempt it, the Barons 
and People of England repreſented in Parliament, would not allow 
er permit it. Tis upon this Account affirm'd of an"Engh/b King, 
Mat he can do no Wrong, beeguſe he can do nothing but what tho Lato 
impotwers him. For tho he hath all Things ſubjected to his Au- 
thority, while he acts according to Law, yet there is nothing 
left to his arbitrary Will. The ſeveral Charters, eſpecially that 
ſtiled The Great Cbart, in and by which our Right ſtands ſecured, 
{worn and entaild unto: us, and to our Poſterity, were not the 
. Grants and Conceſſions of our Princes, but Recognitions of what 
we have reſery'd unto ourſelves in the original Inſtitution of our 
Government, and of what had always appertain'd unto us 
common La w and immemorial Cuſtoms. And tho' theſe Privi- 
leges and Liberties came to be more diſtinctly and ſignally ratify'd 
in the Great Charter, than they had been before; yet they had 
not only been acknowledg'd and tranſmitted down in the Laws 
of Edward the Conſeſſor, as the Birth · Right of every Exgliſoman; 
which alſo, Wilkam, the firſt Norman King, ratified as ſuch; but 
they had long before been collected into a Body by King Edger 
the Saxon, and were only reviſed, repeated and confirm'd by the 
Confefſor. But amengſt all the Rights and Privileges appertaining 
2 5 unto 
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unto us, that of having a Share in the , Legiſlation, and being. to 
be govern'd by ſuch Laws as we ourſelyes ſhall chuſe, is the moſt 
fundamental and eſſential, as well as the moſt advantageous and 
beneficial : For thereby we are enabled to make ſuch ſucceſſive 
and continual Proviſions, as to the Preſervation of the Society, 
*. the promoting either the temporal or eternal Welfare of the 
act, ſhall be ſound needſul or expedient. And as by our be- 
ofſefſed of ſo great a Portion of the Legiſlative Power, and by 
ng po ving a Right by ſeveral poſitive Las to annual Parliaments, 
a. can both relieve ourſelves from and againſt every thing that 
either threateneth, endangereth, or oppreſſeth us, and furniſh, and 
accommodate the whole Community with all the legal Succours: 
and Means that are neceſſary for Peace, Preſervation and Proſpe- 
rity ; ſo herein lies our ſignal. Ad vantage and Felicity, that what, 
we become intereſted in by a poſitive and Statute Law, it doth 
thereby and from thence, become a Part of our Right and Proper- 
ay not to be wreſted again from us but by our own Conſent. 
or as. Bracton ſaith, Lib. 1. C. 2. (thoꝰ it be alſo one of the firſt 
Dictates of Reaſon and commonSenſe) Laws can neither be alter- 
ed nor vacated, ſave by the Conſent and Concurrence of the ſame 
Authority by which they, were made and enacted, I is true that 
the executive Part of the Government is, both by our Common 
and Statute Laws, convey d unto and veſted in the King, but at the 
lame time there is ſufficient Proviſion made, both in the Terms of 
our Conſtitution, and in our Parliamentary Acts, to prevent this 
from being hurtful unto us, unleſs our Sovereigns become guiliy 
both of the higheſt Treachery, and withal make an Invaſion upon, 
and endeavour the Subverſion of the whole Government. A Right 
of overſeeing the Execution of the Laws, being a Prerogative in- 
ſeparable from the Office of the ſupreme Magiſtrate, becauſe the 
very Ends to which he is cloathed with rectoral Authority, and for 
which he is deſigned and eſtabliſhed, are the Conſervation of the 
publick Peace, and the Adminiſtration of Juſtic= towards aad . 
among the Members of the Body Politic k. All that could be ex- 
pected from the Wiſdom of ourAnceſto:s, or practicable by them. 
either upon the firſt Inſtitution of civil Government, or upon theis 
after Improvements, and farther Regulations of it, was to direct, 
limit, and reſtrain his executive Power committed unto the Sove- | 
reign, and to make him and his ſubordinate Miniſters accountable, 3 
in caſe they ſhould deny, delay, or pervert Juſtice, or be found ' 1 
bargeable with Male -Adminiſtralion of the Laws. Now, neret b 
ere a People more provident as to all theſe, than our Predeceſſors 
and Anceſtors have been. For as they have left nothing to the \1 
King's private Diſcretion, much leſs to his atbitrary Will, but haxe | F 
flign'd him the Laws as the Rules and Meaſures he is to govern . 1 
dy 3 ſo they not only delegated it unto him, as a Truſt which he 
to {wear faithfully to perform, but they always teſerv d a Li- 
ken Power unto themſelves, of inſpecting his Ad iu 
tat ion, 
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19! 
- a3 unrighteouſly to juſtify. Of this all Ages afford us Precedentt, 
and nothing but the Neglect of this, in not making ſo frequent and 
. fignal Examples of Parliamentary. Juſtice, among the Miniſterial 
- - Diſpenſers. of our Laws, and the Officers of our late Kings, as 
our Anceſtors uſed to do, hath been the Encouragement and 
Cauſe of ſo many Uſurpations and Invaſions of the Laws, Immu- 
nities, Rights and Privileges of the Nation. * 
7. There being no natural or divine Law for any Form of 
Government, or that one Perſon rather than another ſhould have 
the ſovereign Adminiſtration of Affaim, or have Power over many 
- thouſand. different Families, who are by Nature all equal, being 
of the ſame Rank, promiſcuouſly born to the ſame Advantages 
of Nature, and to the Uſe of the ſame. common Faculties; there- 
- fore Mankind is at Liberty to chuſe what Form of Government 
they like beſt. Can any Man ſuppoſe that God was not as much 
\concern'd for i, when it had but one Prince, as now, when 
it has ſo many? and the like with Germany, and alſo with Stoit- 
Zerland,. which was once one Commonwealth, under the Dukes 
and Marquiſſes of Au/tria,. and now divided into thirteen Can- 
tons, of :Commonwealths, under popular Magiftrates of their 
own ? England was firft a Monarchy under the Zritens, and 
then'a Province under the Romans, and after that divided into fe- 
ven Kingdoms at once, under the Saxons, and after them of the 
Danes, and then the Normans, and now a Monarchy again under 
the Engliſb, and all this by God's. Providence, or Permiſſion, who 
ſuffered his own peculiar People, the Jets, to be under divers 
Manners of Governments, at divers Times; at firſt under Patri- 
archs, Abraham, Iſaac and Facob; then under Captains, Moſer, 
Foſbuag. &c. then under Judges, Othoniel, Ehud: and Gideon; 
then under High Prieſts, Eli and Samuel; then under Kings, 
Saul, David, and the reſt ; then under Captains and High-Prieſts 
again, as Zerobabel, Judas Marcabrus, and his Brethren, until 
the Government wa; laſtly taken from A * they brought 
under the Power oF the Romans. And that God does approve of, 
or permit ſuch Magiſtrate or, Magiſtrates, the Community thinks 
fit to appoint, is plain by the Teſtimony of holy Seripturs zarhen 
God ſaid 10. Solomon, 25 me Kings rule, and Noble, s a the 
Judges of the Earth, Prov. viii. 16. that is, by his Fermmiffioa 
they govern, tho' choſen by the People. E 
8. All politick Societies began from a voluntary Union and mu- 
tual Agreement of Men ;. freely acting in the Choice of the G- 
rernors, and Forms of Government. Ts 
Law, and what 


9. The Safety of the People is the ſupteme 
they by common. Conſent have enacted only for the gubbek Safe-. 
y,they may withoutany Obſtacle, alter, when Things require it, 
dy the like common Corfent. * | 
10. The, rightful Power of making Laws to command beh. 
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tire Societies, that for any Prince, or Potentate, of what kind fo- 


ever upon Earth, to excrciſe the fame of himſelf, and not by ex- 


preſs Com miſſion immediately and perſonally received from God, 


or #le by Authority derived at firſt by their Conſent, upon whoſe 


Perſons they impoſe Laws, it is no better than meer Tyranny, 


Laws they are not, therefore, which publick Approbation bath not 


made ſo. Hookers Eccl. Pol. I. r. & 10. 5 
11, Wheſorver- (ſays Ariflctle) is governed by a Man toit bout a 
Law, is governed by a Man and by a Beat. 


12. Ariſtotle ſaith, That the whole Kingdom, City or Family, i 


more exceilent, and to be preferred before any Part or Member 


#hereof. 0 | 
13. By the Law of Nature, Salut Populi, the Welfare of the 


People is both the ſupreme and firſt Law in Government, and the 


Scope and End of all other Laws and of Government itſelf, becauſe 
the Safety of the Body Politick is ever to be preferr'd before any 


one Perſon whatſoever. | OE 


4. No human Law is binding which is contrary to Scripture, 


: or the general Laws of Nature. 


15. Religion doth not overthrew Nature, whoſe chiefeſt Prin- 
Ciple is to preſerve herſelf. | | I 

16. As Magiſtrates were defigned for the publick Good, ſo the 
Obligation to them muſt be underſtood ſo, as to be ſtill in Sub- 
ordination to the main End; for the Reaſon of all Law and 


yernment is the publick Good. A 


17. A juſt Governor, for the Benefit of the People, is more 


vate Advantage. 
18. The Power that is lodged in the Crown is only a Truſt, 


Careful for the publick Good and Welfare, than of his on pri- 


and nothing more; for no Prince has any other Right to the 


Throne, than what the Laws of the Land, or Voice of the People 
gives him; for he cannot have a Right by Nature; he has no 
more Power or Authority from God, before he is a Magiſtrate, 
than another Man; all Men are ordained of God, and have 
Power or Strength from him either to do Good or Evil, and God 
Almighty permits them to do either. The Prince has his Au- 


thority from the People, or thy Law, which chuſes or appoints 


kim to be ſupreme, of which he is only Executor, during the In- 
tervals of Parliament. The Law is the Rule and Power of his 
Government, (and the Meaſure of the People's Submiſſion and O- 
bedience) beyond which he hath no juſt or righiful Power in his 
politick Capacity. 3 I 
19 The ſapreme Authority of a Nation belongs to thoſe who 


have the legiſlative Authority reſerv'd to them, and not only to 


thoſe who have the executive, which is plainly a Truſt when it is 
ſepatated from the legiilative Power:; and all Truſts, by their Na- 


tate, import that thoſe to whom they are given, are accountable, 


tao ng ſuch Condition is tpccified., - 
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- 20.. All that know any thing of Britain, know that the Go- 
yernment_ of it is a mixed limited Monarchy, where the ſupreme 
Power is divided between the King and People (i. e. the Lords and 
Commons) fince he can neither raiſe Money, nor make or annul 
Laws without them, and thoſe Laws ate a Rule to both, a com- 
mon Meaſure to him of his Power, and to them of their Obedi- 
ence ; the Government is call'd a Monarchy, becauſe that Kind 
is predominant in the Conſtitution, the King having his Share in 
the ſupreme Power, and the chicf executive Part or Adminiftration 
21. There muſt bein every Government a Power to preſerve 
itſelf, not only againſt Force from without, but againſt Violence, 
and every Thing elſe that is deſtructive from within: As a Man 
eſcrves, his Perſon from Diſeaſes, as well as defends it againſt 
iolence. He cannot renounce this Power, becauſe Self- Preſer - 
vation- is, and will always be a Duty, neither can a People uni- 
ted in Society or Government, renounce the Power of maintain- 
ing (pat Society or Government, the Inſtrument of their Safety 
and. Preſervation; for the Condition of all Subjects would be 
alike, whether under abſolute or limiied Government, if it were 
not awful to maintain and preſerve thoſe Limitations, ſince Will 
and Pleaſure, and not La w, would be alike in both the Meaſure of 
Obedience; for to have Liberties and Privileges, unle( they may 
be defended, and to have none at all, is the ſame thing as to be go- 
vern'd by meer Will and Pleaſure, or by Laws ſubject to that 
Will and Pleaſurmme. n 1 > 
22. Laws and Oaths in limited Governments are Ties u 
King and People, and muſt be interpreted according to the Na- 
ture of the Government, ſo as to prove Fences for the Conſtitu- 
tion, and not to ſerve for Handles to overthrow it; as the Coro- 
nation Oath, and Oath of Allegiance arc, in effect, but ſwear - 
ing to the Conſtitution, in one to govern, and in the other to 
be governed, according to it. But it a Coronation 88 
upon a King only to God, and the Oath of Allegiance be extende 


to an abſolute Subjection, then both King and People ſwear againſt 


. ye Conftirytion, inſtead of ſ wearing to maintain it as they ought 
todo, | __" 

23. The Laws are the Nerves and Sinews of Societies ; and 
as the Magiftrate is above the People in his legal Capacity, fo us 
the Law above the Magiltrate, or elſe there could be no Safety to 
the Conſtitution. - 1 | | 
224 He who makes himſelf above all Law, is no Member of a 

Commonwealth, but a meer Tyrant whenever he pleaſes. 
25. He who is for deſtroying the Being of another, hath qu 
ted (or has not) the Reaſon which God hath given to be the Ru 
(bet wixt Man and Man) of Juſtice and Equity, and hath put him - 
ſelf into theState of War with che other, and is as noxious 45307 
ſayage Beaſt that ſeeks his IE EST TIM by 
| 2 2 
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26. No Man in civil Society can be exempted from the Laws 
of it: For if there be no Appeal on Earth, for Redreſs or Security 
againſt the greateſt Miſchief the Prince may do, or cauſe to be 
done by others, then every Man in that Society is in a State of Na- 
ture, with reſpeft to him, or thoſe others. ( 
- Principles of natural Religion give thoſe who are in t 
Authority no Power at all, but only ſecures them in the Poſſeſſion \ 
of that which is theirs by the Laws of the Country. * 
28. Abſolute Monarchy is inconſiſtent with civil Society ; and 
therefore can be no Form of civil Government, which is to 1 
11 
v 


remedy the Inconveniences of the State of Nature. £5 

29. No Man or Society of Men have Power to deliver up 
their Preſervation, or the Means of it, to the abſolute Will of any 
Man, and they will have always a Right to preſerve what they 
have not Power to part with. . — 1 

30. No Power can exempt Princes from the Obligation to the 
eternal La ws of God and Nature. In all Diſputes between Power 
and Liberty, Power muſt always be proved, but Liberty proves bl 
itſelf; the one being founded upon poſitive Law, the other upon 
the Law of Nature. | 8. 

31, If a Magiſtrate, notwithſtanding all Laws made for the If fe: 
well governing a Community, will act deſtructive to that Com- IF nc 
munity, they. are diſcharged, either from active or paſſive Obe- I far 
dience, and indiſpenfably obliged, by the Law of Nature, to Ro- 

e. | | nal 

32. If a Man be a Wolf to a Man, nothing forbids but that a of 
Man may be a God to a Man. Therefore Antiquity hath enrol- £ 
led Hercules among the Number of the Gods, becauſe he puniſh's | of 
Au ner and other Tyrants, the Peſts of Mank ind and ſey 
Mo of the World. The Reman Empire, as long as it ſtood 
free, was ſtiled Patrocinium orbis Terra, &c. by Cicero, becauſe 
| the Senate was the Haven and Refuge of Kings, and of oppreſſed 
N Kingdoms and Nations. | is Bt 
| 33. The ſame Reaſon that obliges People to ſubmit to Gover- 

nors and Magiſtrates, when they govern according to the Laws 
and Conftitution of the Country, and act for the Good of the 
Society, does as much cblige the People to oppoſe them, if the 
deſign their Ruin and Deſtruction: It cannot be ſuppoſed that God, 
who has obliged Mankind to preſerve their Lives, and conſequent- 
ly to uſe the Means that are neceffary for that End, ſhould re- 
quire People to ſyffer themſelves to be deſtroyed, or made Slaves, 
to gratify the Euſt or Barbarity of any fingle Perſon, or a few 
who are by Nature their Equals, and only above them by 
being in an Office, which the People ereQed for their own Con- 

3 When the Chriſtian Religion is become a Part of the Sub- 

Jefts Property, by the Laws and Conſtitution of kn” 


[13] 
then it is to be conſidered as one of their principal Rights ; and 
ſo may de defended as well as any other civilRight, ' 

That Cauſe is Juſt which defends the Laws ; which pro- 
tells the common Good; which preſerves the State: And that 


Cauſe is unjuſt which violates the Laws; defends the Breakers of 


the Laws; protects the Subverters of the Conſtitution. That 9 
which does deſtroy tyrannical Govemment: That unjuſt which 
would aboliſh juſt Government. 1 +2 
$6. What can be more abſurd than to ſay, That there is an ab- 
ſolute Subjeftion dus tia Prince, to whom the Laws of God; Na- 


ture, and the Country, have not given Authority?" As ſuch Men 


were as ſo many Herds of Cattle, or Beaſts of Burden, made for 
the Prince's Uſe. | | SUL en een 

37. The Reign ofa good King reſembles that of Heaven, over 
which there is but one God; for he is no leſs beloved of the Vir- 
twous, than feared of the Bad: And if human Ftailty could admit 
a Succeiſion of good Kings, their Government would be prefera- 


* 


ble to all others. n er: 1 

38. Tis not the Title of a King, but the Power (derived 
from the Laws) where with he is inveſted, which makes the Dif. 
ference bet wixt him and other Men. His Perſon is ſa cred, id 
not to be reſiſted, he being above every Member contained in the 
fame Society, and therefore cannot be reſiſted or deprived of his 
Office, without the greateſt Sin of Robbery and Injuſtice imagi- 
nable, whilſt he continues the King, and becomes not the Enemy 
of his Kingdom —— 

35 The Government which God ordained over the Children 
of ſjrael, conſited of three Parts, beſides the Magiſtrates of the 
ſeveral! Tribes and Cities. They had a chief Magiſtrate, who was 
called Judge or Captain, as 7Ze/bua, Gideon, and others; a Council 
of 70 choſen Men, and the general Aﬀemblies of the People, and 
theſe Judges or Captains had not the Name or Power of Kings, 
neither was their Power tranſmitted to their Children, but made 
occafionally as Need required. Thus were Ehud, Gideon, Fepthab, 
and others ſet up: Moſeuer will give Battle (fay the People and 


Princes of Gilead) io the Children Ammon, ſhall be Head over 


all the 'Inhabitants of Gilead, Judg. x. 18. And knowing Jepihad 
to be a mighty Man of Valour, though he was the Son of d Harl, 
the Peoples made bim Head and Captain over them, Judg. xi 1, r. 
When the Tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half that of Adeneſſeb had 
vilt an Altar by Jordan, the whole Congregation of the Chil- 
ren of Hfracl gathered together at Silab to go up to War againſt 
bem, and ſent Phjneas the Prieft and ten Princes of the Congre- 
ation, of each chief Houſe a Prince throughout all the Tribes of 
racl, who were Heads of Thouſands, and this Meflage was not 
rected to one Man, but to all the Children of Reuben, Gad, and 
anafſeh.'. And the Anſwer was ſent by them all, and Phineas, 
ad the ten Princes, made their Report 0 
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all was quiet, Je. xxii. And the like Aſſembly Jeſus cal- 8 
to Sochem, compoſed of all the People, or Tribes, of Hrael, 1 © 
and he called for their Elders, their Heads of Families, their db 
xr ag and other Officers, and Jeſbua ſpake unto all the People, 0 
d they agreeing to what he propoſed, he made a Covenant and 
with them before the Lord, which was written in the Book 
of the Law, 900. xxiv... 1401 , 8 
40. After Tabus Death the Proceedings of every Tribe were 
grounded. upon Counſel:, taken at ſuch Aſſemblies among them. 
ſelves, for their own Concernments, as appears by the Actions of 
Fudahand Simeon, &c. againſt the Canaanit eg. 
* ** When the Sons of Samuel were Judges over Ifael, they 
took Bribes, and perverted Judgment, therefore the Elders of 
4 defired Samuel to make them a King and though the El- 
are only mentioned to have asked a King of Samuel, they 
ſeem to have. been deputed from the whole Congregation, for 
God, faid unto Semuel,. frees. the Vaice of the People in all 
that they ſay unto thee, x Sam. viii. 4, 7. The Jews in their cre- 
ating of Judges, Kings, or other Magiſtrates, had no Regard to 
Paternity, or to any who by Extraction could in the leaſt pre- 
tend to the Right of Fathers: God did neyer direct them todo 
2 nor reptove them for neglecting it; if they would chuſe z 
King, he commanded them to chule one of their Brethren, (not 
one who called himſelf Father) and to chuſe him by Lot, and 
uſed the Lot to fall upon Saul, a young Man (who was the 
eeper of his Father's Aſſes) of the youngeſt Tribe: David and 
the other Kings of asl and Fudgh, had no more to ſay for 
themſelves in that Point than Saul. All the Kings of that Nation 
before and after the Captivity, ordinarily and extraordinaril) ſet 
5. juſtly or unjuſtly, were raiſed without any Regard to any 
Prerogative they could claim or atrogate to themſelves on that 
Account. All that they had therefore was from the People that 
elevated them. T was impoſlible for them to confer any thing 
upon thoſe from whom they received all they had, or for the 
People to give Power to Kings, if they had it not in themſelves; 
which Power univerſally reſiding in every one, is that which we 
call Liberty. When gave Liberty to his People to make 
King, he did neither conſtitute or elect any till they deſired it 
not commanded them to do it themſelves, but left it to their ow! 
| free Will, whether they would; have a King or no King; uo 
were they appointed. to take him .out of any one Line: Eve 
Jfraetite might be choſen: None but Strangers were excluded 
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and the People were left to the Liberty of chuſing and inſtitutin Jec 
anyone of their Brethren, who was commanded; not to mulif} fi. 

ly to himſelf Horſes, nor Wives, nor greatly to multiply“ ba 
himſelf Silver and Gold; and this Law he was to keep in a Boo! Di 
that his Heart might not be lifted up above his Brethren, Deu *® 
ri. But che whole Hiſtory of the Fews, ſheys the Pride, Ma ®" 


a nihceng 


1151 
nificence, Pomp and Glory uſurped dy their Kings, was utterly 


contrary to the Will of God. They did lift up their Hearts a- 
bove their Brethren, which was forbidden by the Law of 


42. And Foſephuc, paraphraſing upon that Place, ſays, They 


-ſhall do nothing without the Advice of the Sanhedrim, or if 


they do, they ſhall oppoſe them, To Ant. Jud. This agrees 
with the © Confeſſion of Zadeliab, to the Princes, (which was 
the Sanhedrim) The King can do nothing without you, Jer. xxxviii. 
which ſeems to have been in purſuance of the Law of that King» 
dom, which was written in a Book, and laid up before the Lord ; 
they were not to govern by their own Will, but according to 
that Law from which they might not recede. This was the 
Law of God, not to be abrogated by Man; a Law of Liberty 
2 oppoſite to the Neceſſity of ſubmitting to the Will of any 
one Man. 8 

43. 1 San. viii. 9 22. God bids Samuel hearken to the Voice 
of the People, and make them a King; and Samuel told the Per- 
ple the Manner of the Kingdom, and wrote it in a Book, and laid it 
before the Lard, 1 Sam. x. 25, Tis plain, the Manner of the 
Kingdom ſignifies the Conſtitution of the Government, by which 
was meant the Conditions on which Saul was ta be King, and 
they his Subjects; for though God had given him the Crown, it 
was to rule the People according to Juſtice and Laws; and this is 


meant in frequent Expreſſions, by geing in and aut before them; 


referring to Juſtice being executed in the Gates, and Peace and 
War; the King was to lead them in ane, and direct in the other. 
This Manner of the Kingdom was told to all the People ; that 
imply'd, the Conſent of the People was required to make him 
King; without which, though Samuel had anointed him, he was 
not own'd by the Maelites, but went about his private Affaire, 
till after the Victory over the Ammonires. And this Compact be- 
tween Saul and the People, being wrote in 6 Book and laid us befors 
the Lord, was a very good Equivalent to an Oath recorded on both 
Sides, as an Oath of Allegiance, and his Qath of Government; 
yet they deſpiſed him, and ſaid, How ſhall this Man fave wi? iSam. 
x. 27. They ſaw no Merit in the Man they expected; the 
King that they would baye had, would have been a Man of ſame 


Figure, i whoſe Conduct had been tried, and Valour and Bravery: 


had made famous among the Tribes; but when they ſaw a Vout 

mean and deſpicable in his Original, of the youngeſt Tribe of , 
rue, a Beniamite, they were giſappointed,. they went away de- 
jected, and refuſed him, notwithitanding Samuel had anginted 
him, and God had ſingled him out by Lot. It ſeem'd as if God 
had owned. there was tome: Appearance of Reaſon in the People's 
Diſlike of their. King, and therefore he was not pleaſed tg expreſs 
any Anger at the Contempt af their rejefting Saul, as it were 


. owning that a King oyght to have Hf Merit ig. I 
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him; and therefore by his Providence he works upon the People '; 
Judgment, and by a Miracle gives Sau! the Merit which obtain'd 
the People's good Liking; for Naha/b the Ammonite, came and 
encamped againſt Jabeſh Gilead, and the Elders ther ſent Me. 
fengers to Gibeah, who told the Tydings in the Ears of the Puopl: , 
end they lift up thei Voices and wept ; and Saul ſaid, what aileth the 


People that they weep ; and they told bim the Tydings of the Men of 


Jabeſh. And the Spirit »f God came upon Saul, when he heard tho 
Tydings, and his Anger was kindled greatly, and the Fear of the 
Lord fell on the People, and they came out with one Conſent, and ſirw 
the Ammonites. After the Battle was over, Samuel ſaid to the 
People, Come, and let us go to Gilgal, and renew the. Kingdom there. 
And, all the Peaple went to Gilgal, and there they maze Saul King be. 
fore the Lord; that is, they accepted of him, x Sam. xi. r, 5, 6, 
7, 14,15. Chap. xii. 13. Now therefore behold the King whom 5. 
have choſen, and tubom ye have defired'; and behold the Lord hath ſet 
a King over you. . 8 
44. All that do aſſert Unconditional Obedience, do aſſert, that 
Kings derive their 174 from God alone: I deny that there 
ever was any King in the World that derived his Authority from 
God alone. Saul, the firſt King of Hael, had never reign'd, 
but. the People deſited a King, even againſt the Will of God; 
and though he was proclaimed King at M:zpeb, yet after that, 
he led a private Life, and looked after his Father's Cattle, *till he 
was created ſo the ſecond Time by the People at Gi/gal : And 
David, though he had been anointed by the Command of God, 
was anointed the ſecond Time in Hebron, by the Tribe of Judah, 
and after that by all the People of J[#Fael, who afier that 
made a mutual Covenant betwixt him and them, 2 Sam. v. 1. Ch. 
xi. 1. Now a Covenant lays an Obligation upon Kings, and 
reſtrains them within Bounds, according to that Covenant and 
Agreement. Feboida, the Prieſt, made Foaſh King in his ſtead, 
after the People had entered into Covenant one with another, 
2 Kings xi. I confeſs that theſe Kings, and all that reign'd of 
David's Poſterity, were appointed to the Kingdom both by God 
and the People ; but all-other Kings, of what Country ſoever, 1 
affirm, that they are made by the People only ; nor can it be made 
pear, that Kings are appointed by any otherwiſe, than as 
| other Things, great or ſmall, areappointed by him, becauſe 
Nothing comes to paſs without his Permiſſion or Providence. 
The Throne of -Devid was, in a peculiar Manner, called The 
Throne of the Lord, it being a Type of our Saviour's everlaſting 


Thtohe in the Kingdom of Heaven; and from which Line our 


Saviour proceeded. But the Thrones of other Princes are no o- 

therwiſe God's, than all other Things in the World are his, Chron. 

xxix. 11,12, Thine, O Lord. is the 1 &c. for all that it 
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in Heaven, and in the Earth is thine. Both 
of thet, and theu reigneſt over all. 
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45 When Semen, was dead, the People afſembled themſelves 
at Sichem to make Rekaboam, the Son of Salomon, King; chithet 
he went, as one ſtood for the Place; the People propoſe Condi- 
tions, upon which they were willing, to admit him to the Go- 
vernment ; he deſires three Days to adviſe ; he conſults the old 
Men, they perſuade him to comply with the People; then he ad- 
viles wich. the young Men, who perſuade him to threaten the 
People with W hips and Scotpions ; and he anſwered the People 
as they adviſed bim. When all /rael! ſaw that he hearken'd not 
to them, then they openly profe inſt him, and declared the 
Right ofthe People, and their own. Liberty, ſaying, Mat Por- 
tion haut we in David? To thy Tents, O if rael | Naw hok to thy 
hn Houſe, David. When the King ſent Adrram to them, they 
ſtoged him with Stones; and when R-hoboarn had prepared a great 
Army to reduce the 1/aelites, he was forbidden by the Prophet, 
1 Kings, xii. 24. Thus ſaith the Lord, ye ſhall not go up, nor fight 
againſt your Brethren. He calls them not Rebels, but their Bre- 
thren, Deut. xvii. 24. When thou art come into the Land whith, 
the Lord thy God giveth thee, and ſhalt ſay, I will ſet 4 King over 
ne, like as all the Nations about me, &c. Theſe Words con- 
frm. to us, that the Right of chuſing, yea, of changing, their 
ny ö Government is by the Grant of God himſelf in the 
eople. | er 

46. This was a Gift beſtowed by God upon his Children and 
People. Nay, David himſelf was ſo far from taking upon him 
to be King, till the Tribe of Judah had choſen him, that he of- 
ten acknowledged Saul to be his Lord. When Bqonan and Rærab 


brought the Head of I beſbeth to him, he commanded them tobe 


lain; becauſe they had killed a righteous Man in his own Houſe, 
2 Sam. iv. which he could not have ſaid, if Iſboſbeth had unjuſt- 


detained from him the ten Tribes, and that he had a Right to 


reign oyer them before they had choſen him. The Word of God 


ing, and by ſuch Ways as be pleaſed prepared the Hearts of the 


People. to ſet him up; and *Lill the Time deſigned by God for 


that Work was accompliſhed, he pretended to no oiber Autho- 
ity, than what the Six Hundred Men, who firſt followed bim, 
and afterwards, the Tribe of Judah, andat laſt all the teſt of the 
pes Gonferred upon him. If Devid, though 
od to be King, and - ancinted- by the Hand of the Prophet, 
ras not King till the People had choſen him, and be had made 
Covenant with. them, it will be hard to find a Man who caa 
lim a. Right, which is not originally from the People. And if 
de Peqple. of Fat could ereR aud pull down, inftnute and ab» 
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deen, and are in the World, than that the People who made them 
would have them ſo; which could not have been, if God and 
Nature had appointed one general Rule for all Nations. And as 
the Rizhts and Liberties of a Nation may be utterly ſubverted 
and aboliſhed, if the Power of the whole People, or Nation'may 
not be employ'd to aſſert them, or puniſh the Violation of them 
and as it is the fundamental Right of every Nation to be governed 
by ſuch Laws, in ſuch Manner, and by ſuch Perſons as they think 
moſt conducing to-their own Good, they cannot be accountable 
to any but themſelves for what they do in that moſt important 
Affair. And as the Safety of all Nations confifts in rightly plac- 
ing and meaſuring. of Power, ſuch have been found always to 
proſper, who have givenit to thoſe from whom Uſurpations were 
leaſt to be feared ; who have been leaſt ſubſeCt to be awed, cheat- 
ed, or corrupted ; and who. having the preateſt Intereſt in the 
Nation, were moſt concerned to preſerve its Power, Liberty and 
Welfare. This is the greateſt Truſt can be repoſed in Men; this 
Power was, by the Spar tans, given to the Ephori, and the Senate 
of twenty-eight ; in Venice, to that which they call Concilio de 
Pragadi; in Germany. Spain, France; Sweedland, Denmark, Po- 
land, Hungary, — 0b Scotland. England, and generally all 
the Nations that have lived under the Gothict Polity, it has been in 
their general Aſſemblies; under the Names of Dlets, Cortex, Par. 
liaments, Senates, and the like. But in what Hands ſoever it is, 
the Power of making, abrogating, changing, correcting and inter- 
preting Laws, has been the fame, Kings have been rejected or de- 
poſed; the Succeſſion of the Crown ſettled, regulated, or chang: 
And Idefy any Man to ſhew me one King amongſt all the Na- 
tions aforementioned, that has any Right to the Crown he wears, 
unleſs ſuch Acts were good. 4 * 
47. Cicero de Offic. 1. 2. is thus tranſlated by Sir Roger P E/. 
trange, p. 101, 202. Herodotas, tells us, That the Medians ch 
their Kings originally for the Probity of their & anners, and in hopes 
of enjoying the Benefits of common Fuſtice ; which I am perſuaded 
was the End and Praciiſelikewiſe of our Predeceſſors. For when 
in old Time, the Weaker were oppreſſed by the Stronger, the Peo- 
ple preſentlybetook themſelves to one more excellent than the reſt 
for their Protector; and it was his Part to relieve the Diſtreſſed, 
and to make ſuch Provifions, that common Right might be do: e 
indifferenily betwixt all Parties. And in making of their Laws 
they had the ſame Proſpect, as in the Choice of their Kings. The 
Thing propounded, was an equal and a common Right, without 
deing ſo qualified. If under the Adminiggation of ſome one Man 
that was juſt and good, they attained tFat End, they were well 
contented there to reſt ; but in caſe of failing, there were Laws 
invented, which, to al! under them, and at all times ſhould ill 
-:ronounce one and the ſame Sentence. This is clear, that in all 
EleQtious the People have ſtill had a Care to pitch upon him for 
* b re | | T3: Sh # avg? 8 $ their 
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their Governor that was, moſt reverenced for his Juſtice, always 


provided that he were a Man of Prudence too. And what is it 
that a Nation would not believe itlelf able to compaſs, under ſo 
auſpicious a Conduct. | 

48. Czfarand Tacitus deſcribe the ancient Britons to have been 
a fierce People ; zealous for Liberty; a free People; not like the 
Gauls, governed by Laws made by the great Men, but by the Peo- 
ple. In Cz/ar's Time they choſe Cafuellannus, and afterwards 
Caraſtacus, Arviragus, Galgacus, and others to command them in 
their Wars, but they retained the Government in themſelves, 
That no Force might be put upon them, they met armed in their 
es Aſſemblies, and though the ſmaller Matters were left to the 
Determination of the chief Men, choſen by themſelves for that 
Purpoſe, they reſerved the moſt important to themſelves. When 
the Romans had brought them low, they ſet up certain Kings to 
govern ſuch who were in their Territories; but thoſe who defende 
ed themſelves by the natural Strength of their Situation, or re- 
tired into the North, or the Iſlands, were ſtill governed by their 
'ownh Cuſtoms, and were never acquainted with domeſtick or fo- 
reign Slavery, Inter in/irumenta Servitutis reges labuere, C. Tacit. 
The Saxons or Angli, were no leſs Lovers of Liberty, and un- 
der ſtood the Ways of defending it. They were certainly the moſt 
powerful and valiant People of Germany. Ceſar and Tacitus in- 
form us, that the ancient Briton and Saxens had no Monarchs; 
and that our Anceſtors had their Councils and Magiſtrates, as well 
here, as in Germany ;..that as ſoon as the Saxons came into this 
Country, they had their Micklegamots, which were general Aſ- 
femblies of the Noble and Free-Men, who had in themſelves the 
Pewer of the Nation ; ſometimes they met by their Delegates in 
the Witlenagemots; in ſome Ages they were divided, in others 
united; ſometimes under Captains, in other times under Kings ; 
ſometimes meeting perſonally in the Mickizgemots, ſometimes by 
their Delegates in the Y/ittenagemet, does evidently teſtify tha; 


they ordered all things according to their own Plzaſure ; Which 


being the utmoſt Act of Liberty, it remained inviolable under, all 
the aforegoing Changes, as appears by the Confeſſion of Offa, 
Ina, © Alfred, Canute, Edward, and ather Kings. And, we may be 
ſure, thoſe of the Normen Race can have no more Power, fince 
they came in by the fame Way, and ſwore to govern by the fame 
Laws. Theſe general Councils were called in the Time of Ia 
The general Council of the Biſhops, Voblemen, Counts, all the 7, 
Men, Elgers, and Peoble of the whole Kingdom. Commune Con- 
cilium Epijcoporum, Pracerum, Comitum & omnium Sapientum, 
Sentoram & Populorum totius Regni. Bed. Eccl. Hiſt. In the Linie 


of Edward the Elder they were called The great Connal of the 


Biſhops, Abbots, Noblemen and People. William of Alm dur calls 


them The general Senate 6nd Aſſembly of the People : Senatum gene- 
ralam & Populi Canuentum. Some times they were (in ſhort) col. 
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cbeſen are the Creatures of thoſe who chuſe, and are nothing 
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led The Clergy and Pale; but all expreſs the ſame Power, nei. 
ther received from, nor limited by Kings, who are always faid 
to be choſen; or made, and ſometimes depoſed by them. "The 
Reaſon of this is, that they who inſtitute Magiſtracy, beſt. know 
whether the End of the Inſtitution, be rightly purſued or not; and 
their Kings had no Power, but what was conferred ugon them 

by the People. And all juſt Magiſtracies being the ſame in Ec 
ſence, though differing in Form, the ſame Right muſt 

ally belong to thoſe who put the ſovereign Power into the Hand, 
of one, a few,or many Men. Thus the Romans did, u hen they 
created Kings, Conſuls, Military Tribunes, Pictators, or Decem- 
viri: And 1 is ridiculous to ſay, that thoſe Officers gave Autho- 
rity to the People to meet and. chuſe them; for they who are 


more than others, till they. are choſen. This is as certain in re- 
lation to Kings, as any other Magiſtrates. "This Power of con- 
ferring the verei ty was likewiſe exerciſed in France by the 
People, who made . King, paſſing by the two Grand- 
* of Pharamond's Sons to Cladion, and excluded his Race, 
wed robe the Crown to Pepin, who depoſed Lewis le Debonair, 
les le Groſs, who made five Kings, that were either Baſ- 

ork; or 83 between him and Charles le Simple; who re- 
ed his Race, and advanced Hugb Capet, who made Henry J. 
ing before Robert his elder Brother. and continued the Crown in 
e Race of Henry for ten Generations, whilſt the Deſcendants 
f Robert were only Dukes of Burgundy: The like hath been done 
in Caftile and Arragon, by frequently preferring the younger' be- 


fore the elder Brother; the Deſcendants of Females | before. thoſe 


of the Male-Line in the ſame Degree ; the more remote in Blood 
before the neareſt ; and ſometimes Baſtards before the legitimate 
Ie: The fame hath been done in England, before and fince the 
Conqueſt, as doth appear. by many th lowing Examples. 

49- onfieur Mezer Mezeray, a great Hiſtorian, giyes this Account 
of the Manner of the ancient 8 There were, if miſtal- 
not,three Sorts of Government | among the Germans. In ſome laces 
the Perle bad the principal Authority , and yet they often elected a 
Prince, or a King ; ; Jometimes a Gwigerdl, Fells toe cal Dude, from 
the tin Ward Dux. © But the Potoer 2 of thaſe Chiefs deſcended en. 
tirely on the Community, or Prople, | that Tt was always a mix'd 

eeracy. tn ptber Parts, as an ng tht Gothones, the Kings 

reign *d with more Poier, yet not to 774 4 7 Likerty + Their 

Ryyalty was Tinited by Laws, and 5 75 of Things. A for 
bus of 45 or be 7 bg 777 
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Truin ; 


an Race employs to forge Manacles and Fatters, The — 4 
Honfieur, in the Beginning of King LLM. R 
"difcourhng; with a Perion of Qgality, about the Difference of 
overnment in Frencs and Ensland, he broke out in this.Expret- 
Hon, O Hurtunutus nimium, bona i ſua norint Anghgenas® We 


e Which you have. Our Laus were made by Repreſentations 
.of eur. cwn chufing *. Our Maney was not taken from us, but by aur 
„ Conſent Our Kings wete jubyett tothe. Rules of Law and Rea- 
on But now, 
2 „Fir, 100 
be 908 be. 
than ſubmit #2 the Gondition to which you ſee 3 redud. 
1 > IT EleQion of Magiſtrates. was the Otiginal of Sycceſhon; 
e, =, - the living more ſaſely, and with the freer Enjoyment of Pro- 
r,  perty was the original Cauſe that People afociated themſelves into 
i- 2 Nation or Kingdom; ſo, for the better attaining that End, chey 
e- | did. ſet over themſelves ſne beſt and wiſeſt of their Brethren to *4 
J. their Rulers and Governots; and this Adminiſtration was truitetl 
in in one or more; Hands, and continued for their- Lives, or for a 


dear ſo maintain theſe pretious Advantages ;. and uf 
,Occafions . uenture your Life, your fate, und all xu 


2 Re 4. aw. fu in th. Dt dt het rant ono 


its longer or ſhorter time, as the Conſtituents thought fit. . Where 
ne the Government was under à King, he uſually held it for Life, 
e- and then u pon bis Deceaſe, the People proceeded to a ne Election, 
xe I *rill at laſt it fell into the Hands of ſome very excellent Perſon, 
od who having more than ordinarily deſerved of his Country, the Peo- 
te ple, as well in Gratitude to him, as helieving they could not make 
he a better Choice, than in the Branches that would grow qut of fo 
excellent a Stock, entail'd that'Dignity upon his amg. And 
nt tzis is the Juſt Riſe of ducceſſion; all others being unjuſt; for he 
ks ihat comes in by the Power of the Sword, may be deprived by the 


£5 || Power of the Sword ;'tis nothing but the Conſent of the Govern'd 
'@ I can give a Right to SucceGion. The next in Sucgeſſion to the 
Crown of England was formerly rec koned to have a very preca- 
zious Lit le, any further than his good Diſpoſitions and Capacitivs 
10 (way the did recommend him to the Affections of the 
People, ( till the Time of liam I. called the Conqueror) it being 
very common not only to break into the Succeſſion, but even to 
{et aside all that Family and Line, whenever it was known that 
the Publick might ſuffer by their be ing at the Head of the Govern- 
— ; witneſs the preferring Caſſibellan before his elder Brother” s 
Sons, Edgar, not next in Blacd; Ethehverd and Erhelwolf, a 
Monk, for want of a better, was advanced to the ſame Honour: 
Allan, though a Baſtard, and without any T iile, was elected 
by the- Con t the Nobility Rs Laurel, by dhe fame! 
Authority, 


4 


\ruption, and Diviſions,” the Jnflirumeuts tobich Wat rel Enemy df 


hag once, ſaid he, in France the fame: Happineſs, and the fame: Pri- 


alas ! 108 are miſerable, aud ail it lot. Think 10- 
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Authority, was elected and preferred beſore the Sons of Edmond 
his Predeceſſor ; and Edward, Athelffor and Harold, who were 
allillegitimate, were choſen ; and Eldred againſt the Right of his 
two Nephews, Edtuay and Edwin, and Canute a Foreigner, and 
Hardi tanute without Title; Harold, and Edward the Confeſſor 


was elected King with the Conſent of the Clergy and People at 


- Londen. Annuento Clero & Popul Londini in regem eligetur. Ha- 
ud II. and William, called the Congucror, whilſt the next Heirs 
- Edgar and Etheling were living. William, called the Conqueror, 
confeſſed in his laſt Will, made at Caen in Normandy, That he 


neither found, nor left the Kingdom as an Inheritante. Neminem 


- Anglict regni con/lituo hæredem, non enim tantum decus hereditario 
Jure paſſedi, ibid. If he poſſeſſed no Right, but what was conferred 


upon him, no more was conferred than had been enjoy d by the ancient 


| Kings, according to the approved Laws which he (wore to ob- 
ſerve. Thoſe: Laws gave no Power to any till he was elected, 
and that, which, they then did give, wasſo limited, that theNobility 


and People reſerved to themſelves the Diſpoſition of the greateſt 
Affairs, even to the Diſpoſition and: Expulſion of ſuch as ſhould 
not well perform the Duty of their Oaths and Office. 

5 1. After the Conqueſt, An. 1087, Robert, the elder Brother, 
Was put aſide, and William Rufus, the Second Son of William the 
Conqueror, was elected; after whoſe Death Henry I. his younger 
Brother, though not next Heir, was choſen by the People, not 
ſummoned byWrit; and this Hezry, in his Charter, acknowledged 
that he ow'd his Crown to the Common Council of the Realm. 
After the Death of Henry I. Stephen was choſen King, againſt the 
ſuppoſed. Right of Maud, the Daughter of Henry I. After his 
Death, Henry II. was admitted King, againſt the like Right of his 
Mother Maud. After the Death of Richard I, King Fohn, (Earl 
of Morton) waselected, and Arthur, the next Heir, difinherited. 
After the Death of King Jahn, Henry, his Firſt-born, was elected 
againſt the Right of Arthur. Henry Il, was choſen againſt the 
like Right of, Eltanor, Prince Arthur's Siſter. © At the Death of 
Henry III. the States of the Kingdom met and ſettled the Govern- 
ment, by appointing Officers, and what elſe was neceſſary for 
the Realm: and . Edward IV. was ſet up by the People, during 
the Liſe of Henry VI. Whilſt the Lady Elzabeth, the true Heir 
of the Crown was living Henry VII. was declared King, without 
joining her. in the Title, or ſo much as making any Mention of 

r Right. So that *till Henry HI there is ſcarce to be found any 
Precedent of Succeſſion, and ſince his Reign the Succeſſion hath 
been altered ſeveral Times, and the Crown ſhifted from one Fa- 
mily to another by Act of Parliament. Theſe are ſufficient Proofs 
of the Power and Authority of the People. 

52. Richard the Third being entreated by a-Petition delivered 
in a Roll of Parchment in the Name of the Three Eſtates of Par- 
lament to accept the Crown, at firſt modeſtly refuſed-3' but oy 
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without their Wills ; and well als we perceive, that no Man there 


is, to whom-the Crown can. ly juſt T7/le appert ain, 41 bs a 727 as | 


very right Heir lawfully begotten of our moſt dear Father Richard, 


late Duke of York, to which Title is now joined your Eleftion the 
Nobles and Commons of this Realm, which we of all Title poſſible take . 
fer the mei effetual, te be content. Speed. Fol. 908. Numb. 63. 
And then an Act of Parliament paſſed to eſtabliſh King Richard 


the Third's lawful Election, Id. Fal. 91 f. and ſeguent. Cot. Re- 
cordr, fol. oq, to 714. _ RF 

53. By a Clauſe in King Henry's Charter, it is ſaid, / the 
King invades thoſe Rights, (meaning the Rights of the People) it 
is lawful for the Kingdom to riſe againſt him, and to do him what 
Hun they can, as though they ow'd him no Allegiance. By an 
ACt of Parliament of the 12th of Richard the Second, it was 
enacted, That if the King, thro a fooliſp Obſtinacy, and Contempt 
of his People, or perverſe froward Will, or by any other jrregular 
na, Hall alienate himſelf from his People, and will not be govern'd 
and regulated by the Rights of the Kingdom, and laudable Ordinances 
made by the Council of the Lords and great Men of the Realm, but 
ſhall headily, in his mad Councils, exerciſe his own arbitrary Will, 


from thenceforth.it is lawful for them, with the common Aſſent and 


Conſent of the People of the Realm, to abrogate or depoſe him from 


the Throne, and ſet up in his Stead ſomebody of Kin, or near of Kin 


to the King of the Royal Stack ; which gives a Latitude for chuſing 
any deſerving Perſon of the Royal Stock. 

54. By the AQs of Parliament of the 25th and 28th of Henry 
the VIIIth, it is declared, That if ſuch Heirs as are there appointed, 
without Regard to the Scotch Family, ſhould fail, and no Proviſion 
made in the King's Liſe-time who ſbuuld rule and govern this Realm, 
then the Realm ſhall be deſtitute of a lawful Governor | 

55. The Act of the 13th of Elizabeth, C. r. makes it Treaſon 
in any After-Time to deny the Power of Parliament to limit or 
alter the Succeſſion, and add a Penalty upon them who ſhould 


affirm, That any but the Iſſue of the Queen's Body bad Right to fuc- 


ceed 49 5 Ber. wb | | 
56. King Aired acknowledged in his Will, joined to his Life 

dy. Monevenſes, that he owed his Crown to the Baunty of bis Princes, 

end f the Eigers of his People. AA, 7 ä 


57. The Power which the People of England had in the Diſ- 


poſal of the Crown during the Time of the Saxens, is confirmed 
Ido us by that noble Record which Sir Henry Spellman hath cited, 


Cencil. Vol. I. p 291. That in @ Parliament beld in Calebuth, Arn. 
787. it was erdain d and enacted, that the King ſteuld be elected by 
the Parliament; and being choſen, they ſhould bave prudent Coun- 
eller fearing. Gad. And this Right over the Crown, and bot 


wards be ſaid, Sith we well perceive, that all the Realm is o-ſet, . 


whereof we be very ſorry that they will not ſuffer, in any wiſe, Ring 
Edward's Line to govern them, whom no earthly. Man can govern 


— 
Moo O00 x. res f © Ho utter 


- 
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the Ditponl of it, which dur Aticeſtors challenged and ereilt, 
al the Time of dhe Saxons, they have maintained and exerted 
with no leſs Courage and Vigour, in every Age ſince the dent 
in of the Nr man Race. 

58. Wilkam the Firſt (who is unjuſtly ſt ſtited the Con queror, 
having ſubdued none but Harold, and thoſe that abetted him) did 
obtain the Crown dy a free Choice and Submiſſion of the Peers 
aud Body of the People; and before, his Coronation, he was. 
made to 4 wear that he would govern the People juſtly, and keep 
and obſerve unto. them all their old Laws, and conſent unto the 
having ſuch further Laws enacted, as ſhould be necdful for the, 
Preſeryation.and Proſperity of the Realm. * 


ith. The leirned* Bracton, a famous Lawyer in Baty the 


eign, Lb. 2. Chap 16. and Fra Lib. „ Chöeg 45, aith, 

hat in ny 0 of the People, the King has above him the Law, - 

by which he is conſtituted King, and his Parlament, viz, the Earls 
a Barons, the Earls in Lathe being 


fore i 4 King become latolefs, they my ot give him Law, and curb 
him. When we ſpeak of curbing a King who is in Arms in or- 
det to oppteſs the State, it is evident that it imports an obliging 


called Comites, that it, Com- | 
paniont and Fellows ; now he that has @ Fellow, has'a Maſter, tobere.. . 


him by Force, either to renounce his tyrannical Courſes, or force 


him to leave the Land. 
60. Bracton further ſays, The King doth no Wrong, inas auch. 


pateffas juris nien'injuriee, Brat. de Leg m3 awer oF 
Krieg is the Power of the Law ; ee 0 bt, not Ag 
in, Qui ſi facit injuriam, Re Ibid. Tf the" Ki 


05 be deth nothing but by Law. Poteſtas, 7645 eft Pe 25 eftat Lagir, 


Inufiice, he is not Kin 5 In another Place he hath' theſe \ +4 
x 


Exereere igitur debet Rex potetatem juris ſicut Dei Vicarius & & min 


erit. itur dum facit j 1 en Lie carius oft regs. æterni Miniſter 
aufem Eiaboli dum declinet ad imjuriam, Ibid Lib. 3. The: 1255 
therefort ought to exerciſe the Power of- 1557 4 that Þ Becomes, the 
Fiter and. Miniſter of God-upon 77 7 is <3 
Paweref God alone; but the Power of Bot rong is the P 
the Devil, and not of Gd; and 4-4 ir. bis Mini 1 05 
Mert he diet. . Whilſt be does. Fuſtict, he if the Vicar 5 8 
King ; but if be deflie rom it, to att unjuſtly, he 1s the Miniſter of | 
the Devil, He alio ſays, that. the King is, Singulis Major, . 
ver/1s Minor. 

61. In the Laws of Edward tbeconſeſſor of immortal Memory, .. 
for his collecting and ſtrict obſerying the Laws of the Kingdom 
2s well as for the admired SanCtity of his Life, it is titten, Vat 
the King ought ta do all Things in L 
by the Judgment of bis Peers, St Edward's Law gc 


That unleſs the Kin perforim Bit Duty, and We 


3-furiher 
File, 
_ 


miſter in terra, quia illa potgſtas ſolius Dei eſt, poteſtas autem iniutia 
2 eft nen Dei, & cujus horum opera fecerit Rex gui Minter... 
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s Kingdom according to Law, and. | | 
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. which he toas conſtituted, not fo much as thè Name of a King. ſball 
' remain in bim. KID | | 
; 62. Wilkam Rufus, Henry the Firſt, and Stephen, got the Con- 
ſent of the People, by promiſing to grant them their uſual 
Laws and ancient Cuſtoms. Henry the Firſt, Richard the Fiſt, 
King John, and Richard the Second, obliged themſelves at their 
| Coronation to grant them, and then the People conſented to 
N own them as their King; and Richard the Firſt, and King John 
were conjured by the Arch-Biſhops not to take upon them the 
Crown, unleſs they intended to perform their Oaths. If any King 
refuſed ſo. to do, the Nobles thought it their Concern to hinder 
his Coronation, till he had either made, or promiſed this Engage- 
„ ment. Henn the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth, were only Kings by 
Act of Parliament: And by what Inſtances have been quoted 
(and many more that might be given) it appears that the Kings 
of England were Kings by virtue of a Compact made between 
them and the People. This is apparent by the Compact made 
Vith the Conqueror, by the Nobility and Com monalty of England: 
„63. Florence of Worceſter, Si mon of Durbam, R. Hoveden, 
*2 expreſly ſay, That William, called the Conqueror, made a League, 
, Compact, with the Arch- Biſhops, Bifhops, Earls, and Nables of 
> BU the Land, who met him at Beorcham, and ſwore Fealty to him; 
ſo he reciprocally being required ſo to do by the Arch-Biſhop of 
| Park, made his perſonal Oath before the Altar ot St. Peter, To 
defend the holy Church f God, and the Rectors of the ſame, to govern 
all the People ſubjefi to him juſtly, to eſtabliſb equal Laws, and to ſet 
them duly executed. Andi Inguiphus his Secretary ſaith, That he, 
under the ſevereſt Penalties, proclaimed that the Laws of King Ed- 
ward the Confeffor ſhould be perpetual, authentical, and be objerved 
_dnviolably through the whole Kingdom of England, and as ſuch be 
commended them to his Fuſlices. R. Hoveden faith further, That 
be commanded the Edtos of King Edward To be obſerved in all Things: 
And that, in the Fourth Year of bis Reign, by the Counſel of his 
Barons, he made the noble und wiſe Men'sf England to be ſummoned 
throughout all the Provintes of England, that he might ES from 
them who were ſkill'd in their Law, their Rights and Cuſtoms, and 
that twelve Men were chojen aut of every County, who ſwore to their 
Power to tread in a right Path, neither turning ts the right Hand, 
on to the Left, and to make known to lum the Cuſtom and the Eſia- 
bliſbment of their Laws. ' SYS wrtan 4 + 5 14 
64. Henry the Firſt, and Stephen who ſucceeded Henry made a 
Compact, and agreed and promiſed an Amendment of the Laws, 
, 55. De eriginal Compact (ſa ta M. Paris] was, that the King 
Loui govern them according to the Tenor of ſuch ancient Latos, and 
on original Cuſtoms, ai were received among them, according to the goed, 
4 ca approved, and ancient Laws of the Kingdom. The Liberties in which 
e Nobles confided, faith M. Meſiminſter: The Laws of their Coun- 
, faith . of Mainſbury: The Laws of King Edward, tay the 
1 © | E atoremention'd 
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the Ditpora of it; "which bur Auceſtore challehged and ereilt, 
all the Time of che Saxons, they have maintained and erer ed 
with no leſs Cburage and Vigour, in every Age ſince the Fade 
in of the Nor man Race. 

58. Villam the Firſt (who is unjuſtly ſtiled the Con, queror, 
beving ſubdued nope bur Harald, and thoſe that abected Hm) dd 
obtain the Crown by a free Choice and Submiſſion of the Peers 
add Body of the People; and before. his Coronation, he was. 


made. to {wear that he would govern the People juſtly, and keep 


and obſerve unto. them all their old Laws, and conſent unto the 


having ſuch further Laws enacted, as. ſhould” be net for the 


Preſervation and Proſperity of the Realm. 
9. The learned* Bracton, a famous Lawyer in Wr the 
Web Kr, Tb. 2. Cha p. 16. and Hera Lib. Weg 47, faith, 
That in governing. 7 15 Faul, the King has abode him the Taw, - 
bywbich be is conſtituted” King, and his Parlament, viz. the Earl 
arid Barons; the Earls in Latin bring called Comites, that js, Com- 


. 


panions and Fellows ; now he that has 4 Fellow, has a Maſter, tubers... ; 


fare if the King Debate lawleſs, they mi give him Law, and cb 


bim. When we ſpeak of curbing a King who is in Arms in or- 
def to oppteſs the State, it is evident that it imports an obliging 


him by Force, either to renounce his tyrannical Courſes, or force 


him to leave the Land. 
60. Bran further ſays, The King doth no Wrong, inas AF. 


os be deth nothing but by Law. Poteſtas, 1 eft Petgſial Legis, . 


peteftas juris nun injirie, Bratt. de Leg Ang: The Pawer of the 
Kmy is the Power of the Law; 4 80 er of bt, eg Tok... 
Ag gains, J facit i urien, non off Rex, Ibid. If the K 

Injuſiice, be 


all off non Dei, & cujus. horum opera fecerit Rex gui Minter: 
aulem Eiaboli dum declinet 1 n bid, Lib, 3. De Fe 

| 
therefart ought to exerciſe the ' Power of the Law jth becomes the. 


8 


Vicar and Miniſter of God upon Earth ; * 740 at "Power is "7 

Potber God alone; but the Power of 1 M. Fong is the Pour 9 

— 7 and not 7 8 and the King is bis Miniſter, 10 
Mort he dbes.. N pill be does 7 Tuſtice,. he. is the Vic carof the PI 


King ; Gut if be fe Sos i, to at? unjuſtly, „he is the Miniſter r of .. 


the Devil. te allo ſays, thats the King is, Singulis Major, We 


ver/1s Minor, 
61. In the Laws of Edward theCopſelſot of immortal Memory, .. 


as well as for the admired SanCtity of kis Life, it is wtitten, TÞ 


the King ought ta do all Things in his Kingdom according toLaw, „ 


by the Jud ment of bis Peers, St Edward's Law goes: 8 
That 6 wnleſt tht Ki perform 'bis Duty, nd t 


7s not King. In another Place he hath' theſe ! £4 | 
Etriere igitur debet Rex poteſtatem juris ficut Dei picarius & mir 
7 1 in terra, quia illa potgſtas ſolius Dei Nt, Poteſiqi auiem iniutia 


for his collecting and ſtrict obſerving the Laws of the King 0 ( 


Fee a. Bt. os. tn. . io. 


* 
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that twelve Men were c 
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. which he was conſtituted, not ſo much as the Name of a King /hall 


remain in him. | 


62. Wilkam Rufus, Henry the Firſt, and Stephen, got the Con- 
ſent of the People, by promifing to grant them their uſual 
Laws and ancient Cuſtoms. © Henry the Firſt,” Richard the Fiſt, 
King John, and Richard the Second, obliged themſelves at their 

| Coronation to grant them, and then the People conſented to 

own them as their King; and Richard the Firſt, and King John 
were conjured by the Arch-Biſhops not to take upon them the 


Crown, unleſs they intended to perform their Oaths. If any King 


refuſed ſo to do, the Nobles thought it their Concern to hind er 
his Coronation, till he had either made, or promiſed this Engage- 
ment. Henn the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth, were only Kings by 
Act of Parliament: And by what Inſtances have been quoted 
(and many more that might be given) it appears that the Kings 
of England were Kings by virtue of a Compact made between 


them and the People. This is apparent by the Compact made 
with the Conqueror, hy the Nobility and Com monalty of England. 


63. Florence. of Worceſter, Si mon of Durbam, R. Hoveden, 


expreſly ſay, That William, called the Conqueror, made a League, 
or Compact, with the Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Earls, and Nables of 


the Land, who met him at Beorcham, and ſwore Fealty to him; 


ſo he reciprocally being required ſo to do by the Arch-Biſhop of 
Vert, made his perſonal Oath before the Altar ot St. Peter, To 


defend the holy Church of God, and the Rectors of the ſame, to govern 
all the People ſubjefi to him juſtly, to eſtabliſb equal Laws, and to ſee 


them duly executed. And Ingulphus his Secretary faith, That he, 
under the ſevereſt Penalties, proclaimed that the Laws of King Ed- 


ward the Confeffor ſhould be perpetual, authentical, and be objerved 


anviolably through the whole Kingdom of England, and as ſuch he 


commended them to his Fuſtices. R. Hoveden faith further, That 


be commanded the Latos of King Edward to be obſerved in all Things: 


And that, in the Fourth Year of bis Reign, by the Counſel of his 


Barons, he made the noble und uiſe Men / England to be 8 


throughout all the Prouintes of England, that he might hear from 
them who were ſtilld in their Law, their Rights and Cuſtoms, and 
hojan aut of every County, who ſwore to their 
Pawer to tread in a right Path, neither turning io the right Hand, 


on to the Left, and to male known to bum the Cujtom and the Ejta- 


bliſhment of their Laws, ' © 


64. Henry the Firſt, and Stephen who ſucceeded Henry made a 
Compact, and agreed and promiſed an Amendment of the Laws. 


65. The original Compaò (ata AA. Paris] was, that the King 


ſhould gavern them according to the Tenar of ſuch ancient Latos, and 
original Guſtoms, as were received-among them, according to the good, 
approved, and ancient Laws of the Kingdom. The Liverties in which 


the Nobles confided, ſaith M. Weſtminſter: The Laws of their Coun- 
+ry ſaith M. of Mainſbury : 15 Laus of King Edward, ſay the 
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aforemention'd Authors: The proper Laws and ancient Cuſtom: 
in which their Fathers lived, ſays Houeden, and the Chronicle cf 
Lichfield : Te Laws of England; the ancient Laws of this Realm, 
originally ęſtabliſßed, ſay out Statutes: 'The Laws of the Land , 
the good Laws of the Land, faith the Oath of Richard the Second: 
The Charters of the Liberties of England ; the common Liberty, ſay 
the Contenders for them with King John and Henry the Third: 
The fundamental Laws of the Kingdom, let it be objerved. There 
are frequent Repetitions of theſe or the like Expreſſions of a Con. 
tract by the following Princes of this Realm as appears by the 
Oaths they took at their Coronation, to preſerve to the People 
their ancient Rights, Liberties, original Cuſtoms and Laws, and 
by the continual Claim the People made to the Laws of their 
Country, the Laws of King Edward, and Magna Charta as 
their Right. Our Anceſtors thought it abſolutely neceſſary, that 
whoever wou'd be their King ſhould make a Compact with 
them; and be as much engaged by Oath to grant their Privileges 
to them, as they were to ſwear Allegiance to him, and common- 
Iy that was firſt done by their Kings, before they would engage 
to be their SubjeRs. then it muſt be as reaſonable, that he 
 awho doth continue to be their King, ſhould continue to perform 
Bis Oaths, and grant unto them their Privileges, as for them to 
continue in their Duty and Allegiance. And when theſe Patriæ 
Lages, theſe ancient Laws of their Country were violated, they 
conftantly complained of the Injuftice of the Action, requiring 
the Obſervation of them; and when they could not prevail by 
. fair Means, they quitted their Subjection, and ſought to recover 
their, Right by Arms. In ſhort, this Oath and Compact is the 
very Ground and Cauſe of the Oath of Allegiance ; accordingly 
the Lord Chancellor Fonteſtue, Lib. g. p. 23. that our Kings are 
political Kings, who receive their Power from their People. 
66 Grotius de Jure Bell. Lib. 1. Chap. 3. § 11. faith, Succeſſor 
alone does not denomi ate the Manner, or ſpecify the particular Form of 
the Governor, but is only a Continuatiqn of that Right which was fir/i 
 fattled; and as much as zwas firſt given, is afterwards continued by 
* Succeſſion, and no mere. And then with him we may reaſonably 
"infer, that Succeſſion only brings down to Kings what the firſt 
Election gave, and makes them only Kings according to Compact, 
and with the Condition agreed on at the firſt Admiſſion of their 
Progenitors to the Exerciſe of the Royal Authority, 
6. In the Year 1253, there was aſſembled a very full Parlia- 
ment, to whom K. Henry III. promiſed faithfully to ratify Magna 
Charta, and faithfully to obſerve all the Articles of it, which 
King John, and he at his Coronation, and often ſince had ſworn 
to obſerve; and this Was done in the moſt ſolemn and ceremo - 
nmial Manner that could be deviſed ; for the King, with all the 
great Nobility of Zngland, all the Biſhops, and chief Prelates in 
their Ornaments, with burning Candles in their Hands, aſſembled 
- | | «0 
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and would never ſuffer them to be changed. 


| (27 ] 
to hear the terrible Seftence of Excommunicdion upon all the 
Infringels of the ſame ; and at the lighting of thoſe Candles, the 
King having one in his Hand, gave it to one of the Prelætes ſay- 
ing; It becomes not me, tube am no Prieft, is hold this Candle, ny 
fart Holl be à greater Taſtimony; and withal, laid his Hand on 
his Breaſt the whoſe Fimè the Sentence was reading, which was 
thus ptonounced, In the Name of the omniputent Cod, & c. Which 
done, the Chartet of King John his Father was read; im tlie 
End, having thrown away their Candles, they cried out, Selet 
them who incur this Sentenct be extine} and ink in Hell ; and the 
King with a' loud Voice ſaid, As Cod help me, I will. at a Man, 
8 Cohriflian, d Knight, a King crowned: and ahainted, invislably 
Herve all theſe Things. But notwithſtanding all this, the King 
the very next Year broke his Oath, and continuing to govern: 
conttary to the Charter in the Year 1263, the Barons made 
War him under the Command of 8:mon of Manſort, who 
fu ſo far as to take the King and his Sons Priſoners; but 
the Prince eſcaping: out of Priſon, fights with Simon Hand to 
Hatd; and flew him. The Hiſtorians of thoſe Fimes call'd him 
not a Rebel nor a Traytor, but a moſt devout Servant of God 
atid the Church, and a moſt faithful Protector, Shield, and De- 
fender of the Kingdom of England, and a Martyr for the Liber - 
ties of Church and State, Ghron. de Harl. p 228. At the End of 
thefe Wars in the Year 1269, a Parliament was held at Mort 
luroug h, where the Statutes called The Statutes of Marlborough 
were enacted; in the fifth Chapter of which it is decreed, Thal 
the great Charter, aud the Charta de Forreſta ſhall be ob erde in 
all their Articles, both concerning the King. and his Subjects; and 
bere (faith the Lord Cote) it is to be obſerved, that after this Par- 
Hament, neither Magna Charta, nr Charta de Forreſta, was ever 
attempted to be impugned or queſtioned, whereupon Peate and Tran. 
guility habe ſince enjued.: Init. Lid. 2. p. 102. | ; 

68. Magna Charta' being only an Abridgment of our ancient 
Laws and Cuſtoms, the King that ſwears to it, ſwears'to them 
all, and is not admitted to be the Interpreter of it, or to deter- 
mine what is Good or Evil, fit to be obſerved or annulled in it, 
and he can can have no more Power over the reſt. This having 
deen confirmed by more Parliaments than we have had Kings 
ſince that Time, the ſame Obligation muſt ſtill lie upon them 
all, as upon John and Henry, in whoſe Time that Claim of 
Right was compiled. We know the Value our Anceſtors 
ſet upon their Liberties, and the Courage with which they de- 
ſended them; and we can have no better Example to encourage 
us never to ſuffer them to be violated or diminiſhed. | 
69. The Nobility of England, as the Lord Cote obſerves, have 
ever had the Laws of England in great Eſtimation and Reverence, 
This made Hemy 
the Firſt (faith. 9 Paſcal thus; Let your — 
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Inheritance. The King's Prerogative is Law too; becauſe as it 


28 
tnow, that by the Help of God tohilſt I live, the Dignities and Cuſtom 
of our Kingdom of England ſhall not be diminiſhed ; and if I, which 
God forbid, 3 far diject myſelf, my Nobles, and all the People 


of England, would never ſuffer them to be alter d. Inſt Lib. 2. p. 97. 

70. In the Letters which all the Nobility of England, by Af- 
ſent of the whole Commonalty aſſembled in Parliament at Lin- 
coln, wrote to Pope Boniface, we find theſe Words; By Virtue 
of our Oath we are bound to the Obſervation and Defence of the Li- 
erties, Cuſtoms , and the Laws of our Country, which by the Help 
of God we will defend with our whole Potuer; nor do we, nor will. 
we permit our Lord the King, though he wers willing to attempt 
Things ſo unuſual, undue, and -prejulicial to the Royal Dignity : 
And this was ſealed by 104 Earls and Barons in the Name of all 
the Commonalty of England. Rot. Parl. 28. Ed. TI.. 

71. King John received the Crown by Way of Eleftion, as being 
choſen by the States, ſaith Daniel. p. 127. M. Paris ſaith, ' That 
all conſented to the Speech of the Arch- Biſhop,” that none ought not 
to ſucceed another in the Kingdom, unleſs he were elected by the Com- 
munity, and thereupon they elected the Count, and took him for their 
King. M. Paris, p. 138. COTE) 1: 8 TolY 7 

72. King James in his fourth Speech at }/itehall, A. D. 
1609 faith, That the King wo Lex Loquens, after à Sort, binding 
himſelf by a double Oath to the Obſervation of the fundamental Laws 
of his Kingdom ; tacitly, as by being @ King, and ſo bound to protect, 
as well the Puople as the Laws of his Kingdom, and expreſly by his 
Oath at his Coronation ; fa as every juſt King in a ſettled Kingdom, 
is bound to obſerve that Faction made to his People by his Laws in 
framing his Government agreeable thereunto. And therefore a 
King governing in a ſettled Kingdom ceaſes to be a King, and 
degenerates into a Tyrant, as ſoon as he leaves off to rule accord» 
ing to the Laws; therefore all Kings that are not Tyrants or 
perjur'd, will be glad to bind themſelves. within the Limits of 
the Laws, and they that perſuade them to the contrary are Vipers 
and Peſts both againſt them and the Common-wealth. 21 

73. As the Subjects of the King are born to Lands and other 
Things, ſo are they born to inherit and enjoy the Laws of this 
Realm, that fo every Man have an equal Benefit by Law. Plow 55. 
B. Kitch. o/Courts, p 4. It is therefore called Common Right, and 
is a greater Inheritance to every Man, than that which deſcends to 
bim as Heir from his Parents; becauſe thereby his Goods, Lands, 
Wife, Children, his Budy, Lite, Honour, and Eſtimation are pro- 
tected from Injury and Wrong, 2 Inſt. 56. This Common Right 
is called the Law of the Subject, and the Judges are ſworn to 
execute Juſtice (as my Lord Coke fays, 12 Ch. 64. ) according to 
Law and Cuſtom of England. All which do prove how juſtly the 


Laus are called the great Inheritances of every Subject, and the In- 


heritance of Inheritance, without which Inheritance we have no 
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was reſolved, the King hath no Prerogative, but that which the 
Law of the Land allows him, Co. 76. Jud. Jenkins Works, p. 131. 
The Law ſays, the King is the Fountain of Juſtice, and all Juſ- 
tice which is done within the Realm, is ſaid, and faid properly, to 
flow from this Fountain; but then it muſt always run in the cer- 
tain and known Channels that the Law hath preſcribed. 
74. Glanuil, who was a learned Lawyer, and Chief Juſtice in 
Henry the. Second's Days, above 500 Vears ago, writ a Book of 
the Common Laws of England, which is the ancienteſt of any ex- 
tant, touching the Subject, informs us, that there was in his 
Time ſuch a Thing as High Treaſon againſt the Kingdom: His 
Words are theſe ;- Crimen, quod in legibus dicitur- Crimen læſæ 
Majeſtatis, ut de Nece vel Seditione Perſona Domini Regis vel Reg 
ni, &c. Cowel's Inter. tit. Glanvil. I. 1. c. 2. p. 1. 1 
75. Thoſe who flatter. a King that he is above the Law, do 
moſt notoriouſly contradict one of the firſt Axioms of our Regal 
Government, which is, that Zex facit Regem ; and he hath prigi- 
nally ſubjected himſelf to the Law by his Coronation Ozth, Jud. 
Low Works, p. 134. Mirror. ch. 5.1. p. 225. This proves a 
ing of England to be King by Law, as alſo that the Coronation 
Oath is a Fundamental Law of this Kingdom, and is'antecedent 
to the Subjects Homage and'Oath of Fealty, and that our firſt 
Monarchs was made ſo by their on Conſent. He is a Legal King, 
his Authority is under a legal Extent ; and as Forteſcue ſays, his 
Power Royal is reſtrained by Power Politick, for de Laudibus Le- 
gum Angliæ, p. 16. Therefore a King's Grant of any Fayour 
made contrary to Law, is void, according te another Axiom of 
our Government, Nihil aliud poteſt Rex, Qt. quam quad de Furt 
poteſt, Bracton. He can do nothing as a King, but what he can 
legally do: So that is is made the very Eſſence of our Kings to 
govern according to Law, for where the Will governs and not 
the Law, there he is no longer King; ubi Voluntas imperat, &c. 
The Law is to be the only Rule and Meaſure of his Government; 
and upon this Account it is truly ſaid, that a King of England can 
do no Wrong; nor will his Prerogative be any Warrant to him 
to do an Injury to any one; N. 182. 1 Co. 44. B. applaud. 247. 
Fend. Noris 41. He c nnot by his Grant or Charter alter a Law, 
nor alter Inheritance, for this would be wrong, which he cannot 
do, er c. 9. p. 256. 9 Co. 123, Bro. abr. tit. Perog. N. 
1 . | a 
76. By ts 1x Rich. II. c. 10. It is ordained and eftabliſhed, 


. 


| that neither Letters of the Signet, nor of the King's Privy Seal, 


ſhall be from thenceforth ſent in Damage or Prejudice of the 
Realm, nor in Diſturbance of the Law. Vid. Sir Rob. Cett. Abri. 
I Rich. II. Num. 96. 
77. In the 11 Rich. II. Rat. Parl. Pars 1, 2, 3. Trefilian and 
five Judges more, with one of the King's Serjeants at Law, and 
one of the King's Council at Law, for delivering their extrava- 


gant 
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the greateſt Authority with us declare, 


130 f 
gant- illegal and extra · judicial Opinions; That the King might a- 
wh Statute, Ordinance and Comimiſſion, which had been made 
for the Safety of both King and Kingdom in the laſt Parliament, 
by the Peers and Commons of the Land, with the King's Aſſent, 
were executed as falſe I raitors, by a Judgment from the moſt 
ſupreme Court of Judicature in the Kingdomy the Parliament. 


78. By the Records, 7 Henry IV. Rot. Parl. Numb. $9. it is de- 
clared, Ving bas no Provegarive that derog ates from Joes and 
Eguity : And Braden, in Lib. ii. c. g. ſaith, The Regal Power is 
according ts Lew He has no Power 10 ds any Wrong, nov can the 
King do any thing. but what the Law warrants, Our Records of 
That our Kings owe all 
their Power, not to arty Right of Inheritance of Conqueſt, or Sucre wa 

in, but to the People. So in the Parliament Rolls of Henry! 
mb. 1o8. we read, That the Kingly Office and Power was grant- 
ed. bythe Commons to King Henry IV. and before him ts his Prede- 
c:fer Richard II. Thus the Houſe of Commons ordered expreſty 
id be entered upon Record, That they bad granted ts King Richard 
wh uſe the ſame Liberty that the Kings of England before him had iel. 

MAS — 25 he abuſed, to the Subverſion of the Laws, and 

trary to. his Oath at his Coronation, the ſame Perſons that 

granted him that Power, took it back again and depoſed him, 
ſame Men, as appears by the ſame Record, declared in open 
Parliament, That having Confidence in the Prudence and Modera- 
tion of Henry IV. they will and enact, That he enjoy the ſame 
N that his Ameſtors enjoy d: By which, and — Exam- 

15 it is plain that the Kingly Office is nothing but a Truſt, and 
a Gift by Var Populi: of all the > People by their Delegates, in Par- 

liament aſſembled, 

79. Where the Monarchy is Regular, as in Geymany, England, 

ic. the Kings can neither make, nor change Laws: They are 
under the Law, and the Law is not under them. Their Letters 
or. Commands are not to be regarded. In the Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice, the Queſtion is not what pleaſes them, but what the 
Law declares to be right, which muſt have its Courſe, whether 
the King be buſy or at Leiſure, whether he will or not. The 
King, who never dies, is always preſent in the ſupreme Courts, 
and neither knows, nor regards the Pleaſure of the Man that wears 
the Crown. 

809. We have had no King, firice William IN more hardy than 
Henry VIII. and yet he acknowledged the” Power of making, 
changing, and repealing Laws, to be in the Parliament. It was 
not he, but the Parliament, that diſſolved the Abies; he did not 
take their Lands to himſelf, but received what the Parliament 
thought fit to give him. He did not reject the Supremacy of the 

ope, nor aſſume any other Power in ſpititual Matters than the 
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81. The' Judges of the Land, who are choſen by the King, 
by the Advice of his Council, are ſo far from depending upon the 
Will of the King, 18 £4w III. Chap. 1.that they ſwear faith» 
fully to ſerve the People as well as the King, and to do Juſtice to 
every Man according to the Law of the Land, notwithſtanding 
any Writs, Letters or Commands received from him; and in De- 
fault thereof, they are to forfeit their Bodies, Lands and Goods, 


as in Caſes of Treaſon. Queen Elizabeth, and her Counſellors, 


prefied the Judges very hardly to obey the Patent, under her great 
Seal, in the Caſe of Cavendi/h, but they anſwered, That bath be 
and they had taken an Oath to keep the Law, and if they fad ce 
her Commands, the Law would, not warrant cher, &c. Andanpn's 
Rep. p. 155. And beſides che Offence againſt God, their Country, 
and the Common wealth, they Uledzce the Example of Eh 
and Dudtey, {who were executed as Traitors, as were Gapgfon, 
the two Spencers, Treſilian, Strafford, and others, for ſubyerting 
the Laws of the Land in Obedience to the King's Command) 
whereby they ſaid, They were deterred from obeying ber lege! Gom- 
mands. They who had ſworn to keep the Law, notwithſtanding 
the King's Writs, knew that the Law depended not upon his 
Will: And the fame Oath that obliged them not to regard any 
Command they ſhould receive from him, ſhewed, that they were 
not to expect Indemnity by it; and not only, that the King had 
neither the Power of making, altering, mitigating or interpreting 
the Law, but that he was not at all to be heard, in general or par 
ticular Matters, otherwiſe than as he ſpeaks in the common 
Courſe of Juſtice by the Courts legally eſtabliſhed. According to 
d by Eguals: No Man 
can be impriſoned, difſeiz'd of his Freehold, deprived of Lite ar 
Limb, unless by Sentence of his Peers: And Bradan ſays, That 
in receiving Fuſlice the King 15.equol to another Aan Which gauld 
not be, if Judgments were given by him, and he were exempted 
from the Judgment of all by that Law, which has put all Judge 
ments into the Hands of the People. This Power is executed by 
them in grand or petty Juries, and the Judges ate Aſſi ſtants to 
them in explaining the difficult Points of the Law, in which cis 
preſumed they ſhould be learned. The Suength of every Judg- 
ment conſiſts in the Verdict of theſe Juties, which the Judges do 
not give, but pronounce or declare. And the ſame Law. that 
makes gbod a Verdict given coritrary to the Advice or Dicection 
of the Judges, expoſes them to the Penalties, if upon their own 
Heads, or a Command from the King, they ſhould preſume to 
give Sentence, without, or contrary to a Verdict; and no Pre- 
tenſions to a Power of interpreting the Law, can Exempt them 
if they break it: Nay, even in ſpecial Verdicts, the Judges arg 
only Aſſiſtanis to the Juries, who find it ſpecially, and the Ver- 
dict is from them, tho the Judges having heard the Pain argued, 
declare the Senſe of the Law thereupan. | | 
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82. By an Act of the firſt of Jilliam and Mary, decliting the 
Rights ahd Liberties of the Subject, and ſettling the Succeſſion of 
the Crown, they do in the firſt Place, (as their Anceſtors in 
like Caſes have uſually done) for the Vindicating and Aﬀerting 
their Ancient Rights and Liberties, declare, 

I. That the pretended Power of ſuſpending of Laws, or the Exe. 
2 = Laws by Regal - Authority, without Conſent of Pariia ment, 
4 illega 

II. "That the pretended Pmwer of diſpenſ ing with Lats, tr the Exe- 
tution of Laws by Regal Authority, as it hath been aſſumed, and ex- 
erciſed of late, is illegal. 

Inu. That the Commiſſion for erecting the late Court of Gommi/- 
ers for Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, and all other Com miſſions and Court; 
o the lite Nature, are illegal and per nicious. 

IV. That levying Money for, or to the Uſe of the Crawn , by pre- 
tence of Prerogative, without Grant f Parliament for longer Time, 
or in other Manner, than the ſame is, or hall be granted, is illegal 

V. That it is the Right of the Subjefts to Petition the King, and 

all Commitments and Projecutions for fuch petitioning, are illegal. 
VI. That. the raifing, er keeping a Standing Army-within the 

Kingdom, in Time of Peace, unleſs it be with Conſent of Parliament, 

it againſt Law 

VII. That the Subjects, which. are Proteſtants, may haue Arms 
45 => Defence, according to their Conditions, and as ailnoed 
VIII. That Election of Members if Parliament . to by free 
N. That the Freedom of Speech, and Debates; or Proceedings in 

Parliament, ought not to be impeachd, or imd in any Court or 

4 Place out of Parliament. 

1 EX. Wat exceſſive Bail ought not to be bn nor oxinflive: Fins 

[ Impo ed, nor cruel and unuſual Puniſhments inflitted. 

j Dat Furors ought to be impannelled, and returned; and Ju- 

4 me which paſs upon Alen, in 7 rials for High Treqjon, ought to be 

F | Freeboiders. 195 

40 XII. That all Grants and Promiſes of Fines and Porfeitures of 
porticua Perſons before Conviction, are illegal and void 

XIII And that for Reare/s of all Grievances, and for the . 

ing, frengthning, '@ and preſerving a the Lan, n l 

to be held frequently. 1 

And they do claim, demand, ns inſiſt upon all, * als 

the Premiſes, *as their undoubted Rights and Liberties; and that 

no Declarations, Judgments, Doings, or Proceedings, to the 

Prejudice of the People in any of the ſaid Premiſes, ought in any 

wiſe to be drawn hereafter into Conſequence or Example. And 

whereas it hath been found by Experience, that it is inconſiſtent 
with the Safety and 'Welfate of this Proteſtant Kingdom, to be 
governed by a PopiſhPrince, or by any King or Queen marrying 

17 a 13 th declared, That all and every Perion and Perſons, that 

4 | 15, 
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u, are, of ſhall be reconciled to, or ſhall 2 
ſhall marry a Papiſt, ſhall be excluded, and be for ever uncapable to 
inherit, poſſeſs, or enjoy thi Crown and Government of this Realm, 
and Ireland, and the Dominiohs thertunto belonging, or any at of 
the ſame, or to have, uſt, of extrciſe any Regal Power, Authority, ur 
Furiſdiftion within the ſame : And in all, and every furh Caſe, or 
Caſes, the People of theſe Realms ſhall be and are hereby ab ſoued "of 
their Allegiance ; and the ſaid Crown and Government hall ſromt 
time to time deſtend to, and be enjoyed by fuch Perſon or Per ſons, belng 
Proteſtants, as ſhould have inherited and enjoyed the ſame, in Caſe the 
fa d Perſon or Perſons, ſo reconciled, holding Communion, or profeſſing 
or marrying, as aforeſaid. were naturally dead. | f 

83. Tis plain from what hath been ſaid, that all Government, 
Authority, and Magiſtracy, proceeds from the People. Now 
I will ſhew, that they have Authority to ſet aſide the next Heir 
to Government, when unfit or uncapable to govern : And aliv; 
to diſpoſſeſs them that are in Poſſeſſion, if . obſerve not 
the-Laws and Conditions by which, and for which their Digni- 
ties were given them; and when it is done upon juſt and urgent 
Cauſes, and by publick Authority of the whole Body, the Juſtice 
thereof it plain. As when the Prince ſhall endeavour to ſta- 
bliſh -Tdolatry, or any Religion which is repugnart to the 
Scripture, contrary to the Laws of the Land, or to deſtroy the 
People, of make them Slaves to his tyrannical Will aid Plea- 
fure. For as the whole Body Natural may cure its Head when 
out of Order, ſo may the Body Politick cure or purge their 
Heads, when the are pernicious or deſtructive to the Body Po- 
litick ; ſeeing that a Body civil may have divers Heads by Suc- 
ceſſion, or Election, and cannot be bound to one, as a Body 
Natural is: Which Body Natural, if it had Ability to cut cf 
its aching or fickly Head, and take another, I doubt not but it 
would do it, and that all Men would confeſs it had Authority 
ſufficient, and Reaſon ſo to do, father than that the other 
Parts ſhould periſh; or live in Pain and continual Torment: 
So may the Body Politick chuſe another Head and Goyernor in 
the rom of its deſtructive one; which hath been done for many 
Ages, and God hath wonderfully concurred (for the moſt 
Part) with ſuch judicial Acts of the Commonwealth apaint 
their evil Princes; not only proſpering the fame, hut by giving 
commonly ſome notable Succeffor in Place of the deptit ed, 
thereby both to juſtify the Fact, and remedy the Fault of him 
that went before. © gau was fhin by the Philiflines, by God's 
Appointment, for not ſullfilling the Law and Limits preferived 
unto him. Anmm was awful King alſo, yet he was ſhin fer 
not walking in the Way preſcribed him by God, 2 Kings x x1. 
and David and Jeſab were made Kings in their Room, who 
were two moſt excellent Princes: Fal, Pelahig b. and Pb, 
three wicked and idohatrous Kings of url, weis Fair ore aer 

| F zer; 
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another; and all the Kings of /rae!, who violated the Cove- 
nant and Conditions annexed to their Crowns, did, for the moſt 
Part, loſe their Lives, and under went the utter Extirpation of 
their Poſterities from the Crown. 'Rehoboarm, for only threat- 
ning to oppreſs the People, was deſerted by them, who. choſe 
8 his Servant in his ſtead, Which was approved of by 
od. 


84. If I ſhould inſtance all the Kings of MJael, whom God 
permitted (or appointed) to be ſlain, and thoſe that were car- 
ried away Captive by the Heathens, for their unjuſt Govern- 
ment, I ſhould be too copious. But I will leave the Hebrews, 
and give you ſeveral Examples of the depriving of evil Princes 
of the Government, in France, Spain, Portugal, &c. And laſt 
of all in Scotland and England, and the Happineſs. and Proſpe- 
rity that did attend thoſe Proceedings ; and by Conſequence God 


approved thereof, and does approve of ſuch Acts. 


85. There were too great Changes made of the Royal 
Line in France ; the firſt from Pharamond to the Line of Pe- 
pin, and the moſt remote in Blood of his Deſcendants having 
often been preferred before the neareſt, and Baſtards before 
the Legitimate Iſſue, they were at laſt all laid afide. The 
Second from Pepin to Hugo Capet, in which Family the Crown 
remains to this Day. Childerick the Third was deprived for 


his evil Government, and Pepin was choſen King in his ſtead, 


whoſe Poſterity reigned for many Years after him,- and were 
brave Kings, as Hiſtory doth teſtify. Lewis the Third, and 


Charles, Sirnamed le Groſs, were both deprived by the States 


of France for their evil Government, and ſuch who were 
thought more worthy appointed in their ſtead, All French 


Hiſtorians do attribute to theſe great Changes that haue been 


made by the People, the Proſperity. and Greatneſs of their King- 
dom. Henn the Third, before he was King of France, was 
choſen King of Polonia, who departing thence without Leave, 
and not returning according to his Promiſe, was deprived by 

86. In Spain, *Rotherick and Alphonſo, were deprived for 
their evil Government. Bernard, the Son of Charlemaine. of 
France, was rejected, becauſe they would not be governed by 
a Frenchman. Alphonſo, the Third, Sirnamed, The Great a 
brave Prince, yet at laſt fell into Tyranny, was twice depoſed, 
Puffen. p. 29, 30. Fauila, King of Caſtile, a cruel Tyrant, 
was. depoſed by the Caffilians, Who abjured him, and ſet un 
#1agi like that of the Perſians, to govern them. MAiphon/a 
the Fourth, being judg'd unfit to govern, was obliged to 
ſurrender the Kingdom to his Brother Ramicus. Ordonius u- 


ſurged the Crown, and baniſhing Santius Craſius, the People 


roſe to reſtore their good King, and pulled down Ordonius, 
and ſet up Santius the ſecond Time. Blanch, Wife of Lexis 
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the Eighteenth of France, was put by, and the younger 
Siſter Beringaria, ſet up in her ſtead. Aphonſ the Tenth 
was depoſed, and Flavio Suintilla, was deprived for his evil 
Government, together with all his Poſterity, and Si/ionanda 
choſen in his room: Peter, Sirnamed The Cruei, was twice de- 
throned; the laſt time, they ſent for a Baſtard Brother of his, 
named Henry, Count of Traftaramara, Baſtard to Apbonſo, the 
Eleventh King of Caſtile, that lived in Prance, defiring him to 
come with ſome Frenchmen, to aſſiſt them in that Act, and take 
the Crown upon himſelf ; which he did by the Help of the £pa- 

niards, and ſlew him in Fight Hand to Hind, and fo enjoyed the 

Crown and his Poſterity after him: This H-nry was a moſt ex- 
cellent King, as well for his Courage in War, as for his other 

brave Qualities. Henry the Fourth, called The Scandal of Spain, 

who being incapable of getting Children, hired another Man to 
lie with his Queen, and declared that Daughter ſo begotten, Heir 

apparent, for which the Nobility entered into an Aſſociation, 

depoſed him, and gave the Crown to Alphenſo the Eleventh. 

King Ferdinand, and his Dꝛughter married to the King of Ca/tile, 

and her Uncle, by the Father's Side, were rejected, and the Crown 
given to John, a Knight of Ualatrava, and Baſtard to an Uncle 

of Ferdinand their King. : 


87. In the Year 1581. the States of Holland, in a general 


Aſſembly at the Hague, abjur'd all Obedience and Subjection to 


Philip, King of Spain, and in a Declaration jultify'd their ſo do- 


ing; Por that by his tyrannous Government, againſt Faith ſo often 


given and broken, he had oft his Right to all the Belgick Provin- 
ces; that therefore they depoſed him, Thun. lib. 7 4. From that 
Time to this, no State or Kingdom has proſpered ſo much as 
they. | FF | 462020 

88. In Portugal, Alphonſus was depoſed becauſe he was young, 
and his Mother encroaching upon their Liberties. Don Sancho 
the Second was deprived by the univerſal Conſent of all Portugal, 
and Don Alonzo, his Brother ſet up, who, amongſt other great Ex- 
ploits, was the firſt that ſet Portugal free from all Subjection, 


Dependance, and Homage to the Kingdom of Caſtile. And his 


Son who was his Succeſſor, builded and founded above forty great 
Towns in Portugal; who was likewiſe a moſt rare Prince; and 
his Offspring ruleth to this Nay. | | 

89. In Denmark, Chriſtopher the Second, Waldemar and Eric 
were depoſed for their evil Government, and Chriſtian, the Se- 


' cond, was depoſed Anno 1523 for his evil Government, and Fre- 


derick, Duke of Holſtein, was choſe in his ſtead. The Anceſtors 
of the preſent King of Denmark, Ciſternus, for his intolerable 
Cruelty was deprived, and his Three Children diſinherited, and 
his Uncle Frederick, Duke of Hulſiein, was choſen in his ſtead, 
whoſe Off- ſpring remaineth in the Crown. ' 


— —— — - 
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90. In Poland, Leficus the Second, Anm 750, Leſcus the 
Firſt, Micciſianus, Senior, and Ulidiſlaus the Third, firnam'd 
Locticut, were depoſed for their Male-Adminiſtration. Sigiſmond, 
an Hungarian, was refuſed the Crown, though Heir to it, becauſe 
he was an Hungarian, Henry of Anjou deſerted Poland upon his 
being made King of France,” upon which they choſe a new 
Dg. 
91. In Sweden, Iugellus, Amund, Swercher, Waldimar, Birgir, 
Magnus, and Albert his Succefſor, were all twice depoſed 3 &rick 
was twice depoſed, and Chriſtapher, Duke of Bavaria, made King 
in his ſtead ; Charles Cnateſon was depoſed, and Chriſtian, King of 
Denmark, crown'd in his ſtead, who likewiſe turning Tyrant, 
was depoſed, and Charles was reſtored again, and depoſed 
again for his Tyranny, and reſtored again, and died in Poſ- 
ſeſſion. Stenſture reigned fourteen Years as Regent, not as King 
was depoſed, and John the Second, made King, who turn- 
ing Tyrant, was depoſed, and Stegſlure made Regent again. 
rick was, by the univerſal Rifing of the People, depoſed for his 
ryanny, and his Brother Charles made King in his ſtead. Si- 
giſnond of Poland, about the Beginning of this Age, was depoſed 
for attempting to reſtore Pogpery, ane, in a full Aſſembly of the 
Eftates, declared incapable to reign; and Charles, Duke of Sun- 
der mania, his Uncle, made King in his Room, who was the Fa- 
ther of the Great Gy/tavus Adoiphus. | 
92. Targuin being expelled for his Tyranny, the Romans had 
fuch a Hatred agaipſt the Family; that they would never after 
name any of their Children Turguin. Upon the Alteration of 
their Government, Junius Brutus was made Conſul,, who exe- 
cuted Juſtice upon his own Sons, and ſtood himſelf upon the 
Judgment Seat, and ſaw them put to Death, for conſpiring to 
reſtore the Family of Targuin to the Throne. Romulus, Nu- 
ma, Pompilius Tullius, Haſtilius, Ancus Martius, Targuinius Priſ. 
cus, Servius Tullius, and Targuinius Superbus, were depoſed for 
their Tyranny, and the Roman Government turn'd into a 
Commonwealth, the beſt regulated at firſt that ever the World 
faw, The depoſing the Roman Emperors would be endleſs to 
enumerate: No Man can pretend they had any divine Right, 
ho were moſt of them of mean Birth, and proclaim'd by the 
Soldiery. Volentinian was the Son of a Roper, Jovian of mean 
Birth, and a Foot Soldier, and the like; they came in by Force, 
and were driven out by Force; thirty fix of them were murder'd 
by one another. There are no Parts of Hiſtory, but are full of 
Examples of this Kind, and the nearer we go back to the Begin- 
ning of Government, the more Inſtances we have of the Peo- 
ple's ſetting up, and pulling down their Monarchs for their 
S e 4 
93. Nay, the very Emperors of Germany, when they ipfringed 
-the Rules of Government which they had ſworn inyiolably to 
| | ' | obſerve, 
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obſerve, and violated the fundamental Laws ot the Empire, 
States have - oppoſed and reſiſted them, and finally deprived 
them of the Empire. The German Lawyers have alway 
held, and do till hold it for a certain Truth, That when they 
abuſe their Power 75 the overturning of the State, or for invading 
the Rights of the Princes of the Empire, that it is a Right inherent 
in the Empire to deprive them. of their imperial Dignity, and to con- 
fer the ſame on another. This is declared by Lompadius, Arnizaus, 
Digerick, Cenringius, Lambert, Schafnaburg, Aventin, Annal, 
ib. 7. Cuſpin, and many others. Lewis the Good, in the Year 
33, Henry the Fourth, and Mancenſſaus in the Year 1400, wer 
depoſed by the Electors of the Empire for their evil Government. 
. 94- In Scatland the Nobility and Gentry, Oc, took Arms 
againſt Dur/ius their King for his intolerable Cruelty, and flew 
him and his Confederates in Battle, (and-put by 
they ſhould imitate their Father's Vices) and elected Even his 
Brother in his Stead, who leaving a Baſtard Son, the Kingdom 
was conferred on him, Crathy. Cinthus having ſurpriz d and 
flain Donald for his Tyranny, he was unanimouſly choſen King. 
bus was for his evil Government deprived, and Gragory made 

King in his Stead, James the Third of Scotland, for endeavour- 
ing to introduce an arbitrary Government after the Violation of 
many ſolemn Promiſes to the contrary, the Nobilty and Gentry, 
in great Numbers aſſembled themſelves together, having his 
eldeſt Son, about ſixteen Years of Age at their Head, to oppoſe his 
Deſigns, who met in the Field of Sterling, where the King was 


deſerted-and ſlain, and his Son was declared King; and in a free 


Parliament ſoon after call'd the Battle of the Field of Sterling, was 
fully debated, and by the unanimous Conſent of the three Eftates 
it was declared and adjudged, That thoſe that were ſlain in the 
aid Field of Sterling in the Affi/lance and Defence of the late King, 
had hay by their own deſerving, and juſtly ſufftred the Pyuniſoment 
their Raſhneſs : That the Conquerors were innocently guilty of the 
Blood there ſhed, and fairly acquitted bf any Purſuit The Act of 
Parliament condemns the arbitrary Proceedings of the ſaid King 
King James the third, ſines and forfeits moſt of the Nobility 
and Gentry that ſtood by him at the Battle of Sterling, and juſti- 
fies and clears all. thoſe that fought againſt him in Defence of 
their Laws and Liberties, as is to be ſeen in the Scotch Acts of 
Parliaments printed by the Authority of Queen Mary of Scotland, 
of which ſee more in Buchanan, Drummond's Hiſtory of the five 
'Fames's, and others. Buchanan, ſpeaking of his Country, faith, 
That it was free from. the Beginning, created itſelf Kings upon this 


very Condition, That the Empire being conferred on them by the Suf- 
frages of the People, if the Matter required it, they might tate it 


away by the ſame Suffrages; of which Law many Footſteps have 
remained to our Age. Mk | 
95. 


his Sons, leſt 


[ 38 ] 
95. I will end this Narration with Examples out of England 
{before and fince the Conqueſt) Archigallo, Emerian, Vortigern, 
Srgibert King of the Ag Saxons, Beonred, and Alured, King of 
Northumberland, were all deprived of their Thrones for their evil 
Government, and ſuch who were thought more worthy pre- 
ferred in their Stead. King, Edwin being deprived for his unjuſt 
Government, the Crown was given to bis Brother Edgar, who 


was one of the rareſt Princes that the World had in his Time, both 


for Peace and War, Juſtice, Piety and Valour. © Je kept a 
Navy (faith Stow) of three thouſand and fix hundred Ships, diſtributed 
in divers Parts for the Defence of the Realm, and he built-and 
reſtored forty-ſeven Monaſteries at his own Charge, ; xe. 
96. After the Conqueſt, King Edward the Second, Richard the 
Second, and Richard the Third, were, for not governing accord- 
ing to the Laws of the Land, deprived of the Government; and 
Edward the Third, and Henry the Fourth and Seventh were pre- 


ferred in their Rooms, who were moſt rare and valiant Princes, 


who have done many important Acts in this Kingdom, and have 


raiſed. many Families to Nobility, put down others, changed 


States both Abroad and at Home, altered the Courſe. of Defcent 
in the Blood-Royal, and the like; which was unjuſt, and is void 
to this Day, if the Changes and Deprivations of the former 
King were unlawful, (according to the Doctrine of Paſſive-Obe- 
dience, without Reſerve) and conſequently all thoſe Princes that 
have ſucceeded them (which yet never failed of a conſtant 
Deſcent) were Uſu pero, and thoſe who do pretend to the Crown 
of England at this Day, have no Title ; but by virtue-of the 
late Act of Parliament (which was never denied, or dare be de- 
nied) for that fromthoſe Men they deſcended, who were put 
in the Place of the afore- mentioned deprived by the People. And 
this is, and hath been the Cuſtom and Practice of all Kingdoms 
and Common-wealths, to deprive their Princes for their evil Go- 
vernment ; and that God hath, and does concur withthe ſame, 
is plain from the Examples before- mentioned of the Proſperity 
and Happineſs that hath attended thoſe Acts. 
97. In, the Reign of King Jobn, the Barons, Prelates and 
Commons, took a ſolemn Oath, That if he ſhould refuſe to grant 
and confirm their Laws and Liberties, they would make War ag 3inſt 
him ſo long, and withdraw: themſelves from their Allegiance to him, 
until he ſhould confirm to them by a Charter ratified with his Seal, 
all Things which they required ; and if the King ſhould afterwards 
peradventure recede from his Oath, as they verily believed he would, 
by reaſon of his double Dealing, they would forthwith, by ſeizing on 
his Caſtles, compel bim to give Satis/attion. He after wards break- 
ing his Oath and Promiſe, the Barons ſaid, What poll we do 
with this wicked King © If we let him thus alone, he will deſtroy us 
and aur People; it is expedient therefore that he ſhould be expelled the 
Throne : Mt will not baue bim any longer to reign over us. And ac- 


cordingly, 
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cordingly” they ſent ſome of their own Body, both Lords and 4 
Commons, beyond Sea for Lewis the Prince of France, whom th | 4. 
had choſen (A Weft. 274.) to be their King, and ſwore Fealty 

to him, but they afterwards. diſcovering that he had ſworn that 

he would oppreſs them, and extirpate all their Kindred, they 

rejected him, and ſet up Henry the Third, King John's eldeſt Son, 

who was noi full Nine Years old. The Earl of Pembrook, Great 3 
Marſhal, ipoke to this Effect to them, T we have proſecuted 4 
the Father, and that juſtly, yet this young In/ant is pure and innocent 4 
from thoſe his Doings : You ' know what the Scripture ſaith, The 
Child mall not bear the Iniquity of his Father: Come let us pity 
his tender Years, and maße aid conſtitute him to be our King, and 
throw off this Toke of vile Slavery from us, this French King's San 
and bis People. At laſt the; whole Council, as if they had been 
inſpired from Heaven, -cried out with one Voice, Hat fic, fiat 
Rex, fiat Rex; be it jo, he ſhall be our King, Ann. Dom. 1216, 
So the Day-was appointed for his Coronation, which was Simon 
and /ZFude, Knighton de vent. Anglia Col. 2426, 2427. and vid, 


Mat. Par, Fol. 289, and 309. und big 1 2 
98. In the Reign of Edward the Second, the Parliament met 
at London, and declaied by common Conſent, That he was un- 
worthy of the Crown ;. and for many Caules depoſed him, and 
choſe his Son Edward by unanimous Conſent, and his Election 
was publickly declared in L minſter Hall: Some of both Houſes 
were ſent to Edward the Second to acquauzt him with the Elec- 
tion of his Son, and to require him to reſigu the Crown, which 
accordingly he did; all the People conſented to the Election, as 
= did all the Prelates, and. the Arch-Biſhop n:ade an Oration on 
it theſe Words, Vor Populi, Vox Dei, exhoriing all to pray for the 
d King Elect. | air FS | 


c 


cd oa 


* York lays his Claim to the Crown ih Parliament, and after long 
e, Argument made, and deliberate: Conſultation had among the 


was conde ſcendæd and agreed, that. King He having been ta ten far 
1d King above thirty-erght Nears, that be g! eryjoy the ſame, during 
ut | is Life : But if be either died or reſigned, or forfected the ſang, 
4 for infringing am Point of this Concord, then the ſaid Crown and 
n, Authority ſhould immediately deſcend ta tbe Duke 1 pd then 


y Peers, Prelates and Commons of the Realm, ſays and try 


1l, lived, or elſe to the next Heir of his Line or Lintage ; and that the 
45 Duke from thenceforth ſhould be Protector and Kegent of the Land, 
ia, | Provided always, That if the King did clofely or apparently lucy, or 
on eo about to break, or alter this Agreement, or to-campaſs or imagine 
k- the Death or Deſtruction of the ſaid Duks or his. Bload, be fuld 
do MB forfeit the Creton, and the Duke of York Hud hate it. Theſe 


ns | Articles were not only written, ſealed, aud ſworn to by the twa 1 
the Parties, but alſo were enaQed in the High Court of Parliament. = 
ac- Grafton”; Chron. fal. 647. vid. Cott. Records 39 Hemm the Sch. 1 
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from No. 10. to No. 33. But Duke Richard being lain la the 
Battle bf Wakefield, his Son Edward called a Council of Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and laid open his Title to the Realm to 
them, with the Articles of Agreement. After the Lords had con- 
fidered and weighed his Title and Declaration, they determined 
by Authority of the ſaid Council: Foraſmuch as King Henry the 
Sixth, contrary to his Oath, Honour, and Agreement, had vio- 
lated and infringed the Order taken and enacted in the laſt Parlia- 
ment; and alſo becauſe he was inſufficient to rule the Realms, and 
unprofitable: to the Common- wealth, he was therefore, by the 
aforeſaid Authority, deprived and rejected of all kingly Honour 
and regal Sovereignty, and incontinent Edward Earl of 
Marche, was by the Lords in the faid Council affenibled, 
named, elected, and admitted for King and Governor of the 
Realm. And the People being got together in St. John's Fields, 
to behold the Muſter that was there that Day, the Lord Fuuc on- 
bridge, who took the Muſtery, wiſely declared to the Multitude, 
the Offences and Breaches of the late Agreement done by King 
Henry the Sixth, and demanded whether they would have the 
ſald King Hunry to reign any longer over them, to whom 
with one Voice anſwer'd, Nay, nay; then aſking them if the 
would ſerve and obey the Earl of March as their Sovereign Lord, 
they anſwer'd, Yea, yea, crying King Edward with many great 
Shouts and clapping of Hands. The Lords being advertiſed of 
the 3 which the Commons frankly and freely of 
their free Will had given, they all prefently, with ſeveral of the 
moſt ſubſtantial Commons, went to Baynard's Caſtle, and ac- 
quainted the ſaid Earl with their Election and Admiſſion, and the 
loving Aﬀent of the faithful Commons; and the next Day, be- 
ing conveyed to Weftminſter, his Title arid Claim to the Crown 
was declared; firſt, as Son and Heir to Richard his Father, right 
Inheritor to the fame ; ſecondly, by Aathority of Parliament, 
and Forfeiture committed by King Hemy. And the Commons 
being again demanded, if they would admit and take the ſaid 
Farl as their Sovereign Lord, all with one Voice; cried, N, v; 
Irhich Agreement concluded, he was then again proclaimed, and 
te 29th of June following, he was crowned King at W:#tpinfter, 
by the Name of Edward the Fourth. Graf, Chrom. fol. Gu, 
653, £58. vid. Speeds Hit. fol: 85 fr. Col. 1, 2. Stow. fob. 414, 
18. fats 2 t, 9 * Ae | i 
A 100. Thus by the common Uſage of England, which is the 
common Law of Exgland, Rings (degerating into Tyrants) may 
be deprived for evil Government, and others ſet up in their Stead, 
is plain from the aforegoing Example. 
101, That all Magiſtrates and Governors do proceed from the 
People, is plain from the following Examples in Scripture, Deut. 
Xvi. 18, 19. The Children of Tfrael are com manded to make Judges 
and Officers thrdugbvur their Tribes, Deut. xv. 14 15. N hen _ 
els | ar 
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Art dame into the Land, &c. and ſhalt ſay; I will ſet a King over me, 


like as all the Nations that are about me : Thou ſhalt in any wije ſet 
him a King over thee, whom the Lord thy God ſhall chuſe : One from 
among ft thy Brethren ſhalt thou ſet over thee ; thou. may ſt nut ſet 4 
Stranger over this. So God did only reſerve to himſelf th: No- 
mination of their King; by which he deſign'd ta make his People 
more happy than they could expect by their own peculiar Choice: 
He knowing the Heart of Man, and the Corruption of their 
Nature, did nominate them who were moſt fit to govern his 
People; yet God did not require the Fews to accept him for 
King whom he nominated, but left it to their own free Will, 


whether they would approve of him or not, is plain from the 


following Examples. Upon the Death of Saul, David was ſet 
up by the Appointment of Almighty, God, yet there was only 


the Tribe of Judah that followed David, and made him King; 


eleven Tribes followed 1/bo/beth, Saul's Son, whom they made 
King; and tho' David bad a long War againſt them, yet he doth 
not call them Rebels; neither do we find that God puniſhed them, 
or ſent any Judgment upon them for not accepting of David 
as King; and when Rechab and Banah had flain 1hbe/heth, and 
brought his Head to David at Hebron, ſaying, Behold the Head of 
thine Enemy ; yet David, inſtead of rewarding them, cauſed 
them to be ſlain for killing of Hbaſbeth, whom he calls 2 right- 
eous Perſon, not a Rebel : After whoſe Death, all thoſe Tribes 
came to David, and mide a Compact with him for the Perfor- 
mance of ſuch Condition:, which they thought neceſſary for the 
e of their Liberty, before they made him King, 2 Sam. 
Chap. ii. 3, 4, 5 | | 

102. The making of Solomon King by David his Father, was 
not thought ſufficient without the People's Conſent, elſe why did 
the People anoint Solomon, and make him King the ſecond Time. 

103. Saul, who leit behind him many Children, yet not 2 
of them ſucceeded him, except beſteth, who was not his elde 
Son, who was anointed King by Abner, the General Captain of 
that Nation, to whom eleven Hibes followed, until he was ſlain, 
and then they choſe Dauid. And Jenaiban, one of Souls Sons, 
ſo much praiſed in holy Scripture, being flain in War, his Son 
Mephitoſbeth did not ſucceed to the Crown, though by Succeſſion 
he had a more plauſible Right to it than David: God promiſed 
David, That his Seed ſeuld reign for ever after ; yet we do not 
find this pefformed to any of his elder Sons, nor to any of their 
Off ſpring, but only "to Solomon, his voungeſt and tenth Son. 
After the Death of Solom en, Rehoboam, the lawfel Son and Heir 
of King Solomon, came to Shichem where all the People of Jjraet 
were aſſembles together for his-Coronation and Admiſſion io the 
Crbwn {for until that Time he was not agcounted as trove King) 
but refuiing to eaſe them of ſome heavy Impoſirtions which bey 
Had T&cc: ved from His Father, ten 8 the twelve I rides 3 io 
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him their King, and choſe Jerobeam his Servant, and made him 
their law ful "King, and 800 allowed thereof; for when Reho- 
boam had prepared one hundred and fourſcore thouſand choſen. 
Men, to reduce thoſe ten Tribes to his Obedience, God com- 
manded him to deſiſt, by his Prophet Shemajah, and ſo they did. 
Ammon being ſlain by his own Servants, the People of the Land 
flew. them that had conſpired againſt him, and made Jeſiab his 
Son, King in his Stead, which had been molt impertinent, if he 
was King before they made him ſo. 

104. We read, Judges viii. 21, 22 23. that after Gideon had 
ſlain Zebab and Zalmunna with the Midianites, the Children of 
Iſcuel ſaid unto Gideon, Rule thou over us, both thou and thy Sons, 
and thy Sons Sons alſo ;, for thou haſt delivered us from the Hand of 
Midian. But he refuſing their Offer, they afcerwards made his 
Baſtard Son Abimelich King, though he had ſeventy lord be- 
gotten Sons. 4 

105. Zimri, having ſlain / King of Judah, reigned” in his 
Stead, but the Children of ae hearing thereof, rejected him, 
and made Omri, the Captain ot the Hoſt, King of Iſrael, 1 Kings 
xvi. 15. 16. 

| 100 The J/-aelites met together, and choſe Ehud, Gideon, 
Sampſon, Fepthnah, and others, to be their Leaders, whom they 
judged fit to deliver them from their Enemies. By the ſame 
Right they aſſembled at 147 Perth, to make War againſt the Tribe 
of Benjamin, when Juſtice was denied to be done againſt thoſe 
who had abuſed the Levite's Concubine. Fehu, and all the other 
Kings of J/rael, whether good or bad, had no other Title than 
was conferred upon them by the People, which could not have 
given them any, unleſs they had met together; nor met together 
without the Conſent, and againft the Will of thoſe that reigned, 
unleſs the Power had been in themſelves. _ 3 

107. The Kingdom of Edim appointed 4 Deputy to rule © 
over them inſtead of a King, there being no King in Edom, 
1 Kings xxii. 47. See Maccab. ix. 28, 29, 30. and xiii. 8, g. and 
xiv. 41, to 49. by which it is further apparent, that their Kings 
and Governors were choſen by the People. Theſe and the like 
Determinations of Nations about admitting, ot refuſing of Princcs 
to teign, or not to reign over them, ot depriving them becauſe 
of their evil Government, when they are found incurable, pro- = 
vided ſuch Nations acted for wiſe and good Ends, and were 

moved by juſt Cauſes, and ſufficient Reaſons, their Reſolutions 
were not only allow'd, but.approv'd of God, the Lover of Juſ- | 
tice, as correiponding with the righteous and gracious Deſigns of 
his Providence, which crea IBN the Welfare and Happineſs : 
of Mankind. | x 

r68. If the Subje& may in no Caſe reſiſt, then there can be no 
Law, but the Will and Pleaſure of the Prince : For whoeyer muſt 
be e in AI may do > oyery Thing; 3 then all our E 
„ * a * 
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| Gonify no more than ſo many Cyphers : And what are the Law- 
Makers, but ſo many Fools or Mad-Men, who give themſelves 
Trouble to no Purpoſe ? For if the King is not obliged to govern 
by thoſe Laws that they make, to what Purpoſe are the People to 
obey ſuch Laws? et - 
© 109. If the King ſue me by Pretence of Law, and endeavour 
to take away my Money, my Rouſe, or my Land, I may defend 
them by the Law : But if he comes armed to 1ake away our 
Liberty, Life, or Religion, which ate ours by the Laws of God 
and Man, may we not ſecure them with a good Conſcience ? . 
110. Every Man has a Right to preſerve himſelf, his Rights 
and Privileges, againſt him who. has no Authority to invade 
them: And this was, the Caſe of Sampſon, who made War 
upon. the Phil;/7ines for burning his Wife and her Father; Samp- 
ſon, who was but a private Perſon, knew he could have no other 
Kind of Juſtice againſt. them, than what the Law of Nature gives 
every Man. "9p | 
111. The Work of all Magiſtrates is al ways and every where 
the ſame, even in the doing of Juſtice, and procuring the Wel- 
fare of thoſe that create them. This we learn from common 
_ Senſe. Plato, Ariſtotle, Cicero, and the beſt human Authors, 
lay it as an unmoyeable Foundation, upon which they build 
their Arguments relating to Matters of that Nature. And the 
Apoſtle Paul declares, Rom xiii. That Rulers are not a Terror to 
good Warks, but to Evil. Wilt thou then not be | Gar of the 
Potver ? Do that which is good, and thou ſhalt have Praiſe of the 
fame ; for be is the Miniſter of Gad uma thee for god. But if thou 
do that which is Evil, be afraid; Fa he beareth not the Sword 
in vain ; for be is Miniſter of God, a Revenger to execute Wrath 
upon him that doth evil: For this Cauſe pay you Tribute alſa. Rom. 
xiii. 6, And the Reaſon St Paul gives for praying for Kings, and all 
that are in Authority is, That we may live a quiet and peaceabl: Life, 


in all Godlineſs and Honefly, 1 Tim. ii. But if this be the Work of 


the Magiſtrate, and the glorious Name of God's Miniſter be given 
to him for the Performance of it, we may eaſily ſee to whom that 
Title belongs. His Children and Servants ye are, wheſe Hark ye ds. 
He therefore, and he only, is. the Servant of God, who. docs 
the Work of God; who is 4 Terror to thoſe that de evil, and g 


Praiſe to theſe that do well; who beareth the Sword far the Puniſh-- 


ment of Wickedneſs and Vice; and fo governs, that the People may 
live quietly in all Godlineſs and Honefly. The Order of his Inſtitu- 
tion is inveſted, and the Inftitution vacated, if the Power be 


turned to the Praiſe of thoſe who do Evil, and becomes a Terror 


to ſuch as do well; and that none who live , honeſtly and juſtly 
can be quiet under it. If God be the Fountain of JuBco Mercy 
and Truth,'and thoſe his Servants who walk in them, no Exerciſe 
of Violence, Fraud, Cruelty, Pride, or Avarice, is patronized by 
him : And they who are the 4 of choſe Villanies, as 
2 | ut 
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but be the Miniſters of him who ſets himſelf up againſt God; 
becauſe tis impoſſible that Truth and Falſhood, Mercy, and 
Cruelty, Juſtice-and the moſt violent Oppreſſion, can proceed 
from the ſame Root. It was a Folly and a Lye in thoſe Jets, 
to call themſelves the Children of Abraham, who did not the 
Works of Abraham ; and Chriſt declared them to be the Chil- 
_ dren of the Devil, whoſe Works they did, Jahn viii. 39, 44. 
which Words proceeding from the eternal Truth, do as well 
ſhew to us, whoſe Child and Servant every Man is to be ac- 
counted, as to thoſe who firſt heard them. All Princes there- 
fore, that have Power, are not to be eſteemed equally the Mi- 
niſters of God. They that are ſo, muſt receive their Dignity 
from a Title that is not common to all, even from a juſt Em- 
ployment of their Power to the Encouragement of Virtue, and 
to the Diſcouragement of Vice, He that pretends to the Vene- 
ration and ience due to the Miniſters of God, muſt by his 
Actions manifeſt that he is ſo. And, tho' I am unwilling to 
adyance a Propofition that may ſound harſhly to tender Ears, 
T am inclined believe, that the ſame Rule which obliges us to 
yield Obedience to the good Magiſtrate, who is the Miniſter of 
God, and aſſures us, that in obeying him, we obey God, does 
_ us not to obey thoſe who make themſelves the 

iniſters of the Devil, leſt in obeying them, we obey the Devil, 
whoſe Works they do. And the Apoſtle, commanding our 
Obedience to the Miniſters of God for our Good, commands us, 
not to be obedient to the Miniſter of the Devil to our Hurt; for 
wa cannot ſerve two Maſiers. By this it appears, that Kings, and 
the loweſt Officer of Juſtice in the World, is the Miniſter of 
God for Good, as well as a King, or any other Magiſtrate ; they 
are to be feared by thoſe that do ill, and not by ſuch as do well; 
for having no more Power than what the Law directs, they 
cannot depart from the Precepts of the Apoſtle : My own Ac- 
tions therefore, or the Senfe of my own Guilt ariſing from them, 
is to be the Meaſure of my Fear of that Magiſtrate, whos the Mi- 
niſter of God, and not his Power. ; 
112. St Chryſoftom, in his Expoſition on St. Paul's Words, 
Lit every Soul be fubjeft to the higher Powers, ſaith, He tells us not 
what thoſe big ber Pawers are, nor who they are, for he neuer intended 
to overthrow allGovernments,and the jeveral Canſtitutians of Nations, 
and fubjett all to one Man's Will. Kay good Emperor acknow- 
ledged, that the Laws of the Empire were above himſelf : And the 
fame Principle and Notion of Government has obtained all along 
in civilized Nations. Herodotus, ſays Pindar, calls the Law King 
over all; Qrpheus, in his Hymns, calls it, the King of Gods and 
Men: Breauſe, fays be, tis that that fits at the Helm of all bu- 
man Affairs. Plata, in his Book De Legibus, faith, That that 
gu bt to bave the greateſt Sway in the Commonwealth. In his Epiſ- 


les he commends that Form of Government, in which the La 
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is made Lord and Maſter, and no Scope given to any Man to ty- 


rannize over the Laws. Ariſtotle is of the ſame Opinion in his 
Politicks, and ſo is Cicero in his Book de Legibus, That the Laws 
ought to govern the Magiſtrate, as they do the People, The Law 
therefore having always been -accounted the hizheſt Power on 


Earth, by the Judgment of the moit Learned and Wiſe Men that 


ever were, and by the Conſtitution of the beſt ordered States; and 


it being very certain, that the Doctrine of the Goſpel is neither 


contrary to Reaſon, nor the Laws of Nations, that Man is truly 
and properly ſubject to the higheſt Powers, who obeys the Law 
and the Magiſtrates, ſo far as they govern according to Law. So 
that St. Paul does not only command the People, but Princes 
themſelves, to be in Subjection, who are not above the Laws, but 
bound by them; Hor there is no Power but of God; that is, no Form, 
no lawful Conſtitution of any Government, but is by his Pro- 
vidence or Permiſſion. The moſt ancient Laws that are known 
to us, were formerly aſcribed to God, as their Author. For the 
Law, ſays Cicero in his Politicks, is no other than a Rule of well- 
grounded Reaſon, derived from God himſelf, enjoying whatever is juſt 
and right, and forbidding the contrary 1-4 | 
113. Ezekiel xiv. 9. Thus: ſaith the Lord, Let it ſuffice you, O 
Princes of Iſrael, remove Violence and Spoil, and execute Fudgment 
228 '; tate away your Exactions from my People, ſaith” the 
Lord God. I challenge any Man to produce any Scripture that 
allows Governors, Magiſtrates, Kings or Princes, any abſolute 


Authority; and where there is no abſolute Authority, there can 


be no abſolute SubjeCtion due. ; p 
114. We find in the Reign of Darius, the Laws were made by 
the People, by all the Preſidents of the Kingdoms, Governors, 
Princes, Counſellors and Captains, which when the King had 
ſigned, were irrevocable and unalterable, and not in the Power of 
their Kings to alter or diſpenſe with ; ſo that their Laws were 
ſyperior to the King himſelf; and after the Law was made, the 
King had no Power to ſuſpend the Execution on his great Fa- 
vourite, his beloved Daniel, who was the greateſt Man in the 
Kingdom, next the King; and though he ſet his Heart to deliver 
him, and laboured to the going down of the Sun, between the 
Affection he had for the Prophet, and his Reſpect to the Law, yet 
he could not ſave him: So Daniel was delivered up to the Lions, 
ſo that the Superiority of the Law to Kingly Power, was acknow- 
ledged in the Median and Perſian Monarchy ; and King Darius, 
though as po:ent a Prince as moſt that ever reign'd, vailed his 
Crown to the Regency of the Law, and acknowledged himſelf 
pnable to alter it, or to ſuſpend the Execution thereof, Daniel vi. 
And thus the Limitation ot Power, and the Superiority of Laws 
in Matters of Goverament, have an Original in the early Ages 
of the World. 2 td 


146) 
115. The Doctrine of abſolute P Obedience is inconſiſtent 
with the Goodneſs of God, and the Love he hath for Man; and 
s deſtructive of the End, Intent and Defign of God's Laws, which 
I Man's Happineſs. ' For God, who is infinitely happy in him- 
felt, had no ather Motive than the Happineſs of Man in thoſe 
- Rules he has given him to walk by; and for that Reaſon has made 
it a Duty in him to help the Poor and Miſerable, relieve the Op- 
preſſed and Diſtreſſed, and do all manner of Kindneſs and good 
\ Offices to one another. Can it then be preſumed that he requires 
Odedience to Tyrannical Power, which brings Poverty, Miſery, 
and Deſolation on a Nation? If it be a Duty to relieve the Poor, 
it muſt be a Duty to hinder People from filling into that miſe- 
rable Condition, which they cannot prevent, except they have 
à Right to oppoſe Arbitary Power; and if it be a Duty to promote 
the Publick Good, which they cannot do if they are obliged to 
ſubmit to. Tyrann ical Government, it muſt be their Duty to op- 
poſe it. There is no Duty that a Man owes to his Neighbour, or 
Himſelf, but does oblige him to oppoſe Tyrannical Government, 
in doing thereof he gives that Honour and performs the Duty 
Which he owes to his Maker, which cannot be more ſhewn than 
in imitating him, by promoting the Good and Happineſs of his 
Fellow 88 | N. 5 | 1 
116. The Preaching or Promoting of Paſſive Obedience without 
\ Reſerve, is a much greater Crime than the encouraging of Rebel- 
hon; becauſe a civil War, though very ſharp, cannot continue 
Jong, and a Natien may flouriſh and be happy again. But if once 
Arbitrary Government be introduced upon the Principles of Po/- 
fue Obediente, People's Miſeries are endleſs, there is no Profpect or 
Hopes of Redreſs; every Age will add new Oppreflions, and new 
Burdensto a People already exhauſted. If he, by God's Com- 
mand, was to be - curſed that removed his Neighbour's Land- 
Mark, what Curſes may they deſerve, that make it their Bufineſs 
to or promote abſolute Paſſive Obedience, wh:ch removes 
all the Rounds, Fences, and Securities that whole 'Nations have, 
not only for their Lands, but their Liberties and Lives, and prol- 
trates them at the Feet of a fingle Perſon. Our firſt Reformers, 
and the Generality of Proteſtant and Popi/h Writers, were utter! 
unacquainted with this Doctrine, which can never reliſh we 
with free-born Subjects, nor has it any other Uſe than to encou- 
rage Kings to be Tyrants, and to render them odious, and their 
People miſerable. And what ſad and fatal Conſequences always 
attend Tyranny, and the dreadful Effects of Arbitary Power, all 
Ages can atteſt. ; Dark Gs. entity" 
117. Is it poſſible for any one to imagine, that if this Doctrine 
were true, none but ſome few Divines of the Church of England 
mould in all the World, never find in the Scriptures, in the Fa- 
thers, in Reaſon, in the Laws, thoſe Notions of abſolute Power 
andabſolute Obedience, or Non-Refiſtance, which thoſe ovine 
taught 


. 
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taught as Doctrines neceſſary to Salvation? Is it poſſble it ſhould - 
never come into their Minds, to compare-their Opinions wick is 
the Opinions of the Doctors of the foregoing Age, whoſe Hin- | 
theſis is ſo contrary to thoſe they have endeavoured to obtrude 
theſe Sixty Years laſt paſt upon us ? Is it poſſible they ſhould not 
| bluſh at the terrible Conſequences ef this Doctrine, both to our 
| Kings and the whole Kingdom, which it hath brought upon us 
for many Years paſt, which we feel to this Day. j 
118. It's a Wonder how Men, not fond of Slavery, ſhould | 4 
maintain Maxims ſo pernicious to Human Society; for if this 1 
Doctrine had always obtained, and proſely ted all Men to its Belief, 
we, and all Europe, ſhould have been miſerable under Tyranny | 
and Oppreſſion to this Day. At this Rate a King needs no Army 
to rain and enſlave his People; he alone, with a few raſcally a 
might rob them of their Lives and Fortunes. 
119. The greateſt and wiſeſt Nations, and the beſt of Min 
all Ages, have reckoned it not only lawful for the People, under 
the moſt abſolute Governments, to do themſelves Juſtice, in Cafe 
of Oppreſſion, but have thought the doing of it a Duty incum- 
dent on them, and which they owed to themielves and their Poi - 
terity ; and the chief Inſtruments of the great Revolutions or 
113 Changes that have happened in the World, from Slavery to Li- 
berty, have always been accounted as Heroes, ſent by God Als 
ut mighty, from time to time, for the Redemption of Man from 
el- Miſery in this World; they were accordingly honoured and rei- 
ue rected whilſt they lived, and their Memories have been, and will 
Ice de held in Veneration by all Poſterity. . 
aſ- 120. The Doctrine of Abſolute PaſjiveObedience is a treaſonable; 
or ſlaviſh, and pernicious Doctrine, by diſarming the People of a 
ew their civil, Rights, and taking away Self Defence, which is the | 
m- ELaw of God and Nature, and inveſting the King with abſolute - "| 
ad- Authority, by making all the Revolutions and Changes of Kings, 
eſs ¶ that have been in England, da mnable Rebellions and Uſurpations, 
ves and all our Kings and Queens Uſurpers that have proceeded from - 
Ve, the Loins of thoſe Kings; it makes all the Family of the Stuarts 
rol IUſurpers, as proceeding from the Loins of Henry VIL who was 
ers, made King by Virtue of an Act of Parliament, (whilſt the next 
er] eir was living) ſo that her late moſt excellent Majeſty was an 
well Nſurper, according to this Doctrine, as being a Stuart, and all 
ou · What pretend to the Crown of Eagland, have no Right according 
beir Io this Doctrine; it makes the late Revolution a damnable Rebel- 
yays Ion and Uſurpation, and the Queen herſelf a Rebel and Uſurper: 
„ all NVuhout chat Revolution her late Majeſty had never been Queew: ' 
not chis a Doctrine to be abhorred ? ©. | 
rine 121. Now what ſay ye for yourſelves, all ye Patrant, Presch- 
land s, and -futious Maintainers of the ſlaviſh Doctrine of abfolate 
Fa- Na Obedience, io the Will and Pleaſure of the Prince, that a 
wer Will of Indictment for High Treajon ſhould not be preferred againſt 
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you, (bt mans al on Revolution Kings, Uſarpers and Rebels 3 


and all that have proceeded from them Uſurpers, (which yet never 
failed of a conſtant Succeſſion) by denying the Power of the Peo- 
ple, who made thoſe Revolutions and Changes of Government, 
arid who have made and confirmed the late Revolutions in all the 
ſucceeding Parliaments ? This Revolution King, with the Lords 
and Commons in Parliament aſſembled, who did alter the Suc- 
ceſſion from the Houſe of Savoy to the Houſe of Hanover, were the 
whole Legiſlative Authority of the Nation : Deny this if you dare: 
Or, that the late Queen, with the Lords and Commons in Parlia- 
ment aſſembled, could not alter the Succeſſion and Courſe of De- 
ſcent thereof? There's Vor Popul: again; the whole People of 
England in Epitome. 1 — 2 

122. The Dodrine of abſolute Paſſive Obedience is a treaſonable 
Doctrine againſt Civil Society, by encouraging Rebellion, Uſur- 
pation and Tyranny. For ſuppoſe that any-one of our Generals, 
Sc. ſhould inſinuate to the Soldiers that the Government was not 
rightly managed, nor Juſticeand Equity truly performed; and by 
great Promiſes of Money and Preferment to the Officers and Sol- 
diers, ſhould get into the Throne by their Aſſiſtance, (which God 
| forbid) ſuch Refiſtance would (I veiily believe) be a damnable Re- 
bellion. But when in the Throne, he would be God's Vicege- 


rent, ordained of God, and not to be reſiſted upon Pain of Dam- 


nation, according to the Doctrine of abſolute Paſſiue Obedience. 
So. chat if any Tyrant or Uſurper ſhould get into the Throne, St. 
Paul, as they ſcandalouſly expound him, hath tied up your Hands; 
muſt be Paſſrve. The People have no Power, it is all in the 
agiſtrate, though they have Power and Authority to chuſe this 
Magiſtrate ; yet that very Minute he is choſen, their Power and 
Authority. vaniſheth ; and if he turn never ſo great a Tyrant, they 
have nothing but Prayers and Tears to help them; for now he 
hath God's Authority and Power, (though he has neither- his Pa- 
tent or Warrant to ſhew for it) either to ruin or make you happy; 
"tis no Matter for your Laws, they are but dead Letters; his. Will 
and Pleaſure is above them, and it he be a Terror to good Works, 
and 2 Rewarder of Evil, and acts diametrically contrary to the 
Nature and Defign of his Office, both from God and Man, and 
ſhould-raviſh, and cauſe to be raviſhed, your Wives and Daugh- 
ters before your Faces, and rob, burn, and deſtroy all before him; 
notwithſtanding all this, he is ſtill God's Vicegerent, God's Ma- 
iſtrate, and not to be reſiſted, Fc. And who dare ſay unto him, 
V bat doſt thou? Now, ye ſworn Enemies to Church and State, 
what ſay you for yourſel ves, that a ſecond Bill of Inditment of High 
Treaſon” ſhould not be preferred againſt you, for encouraging of 
Rebellion, Uſurpation and Tyranny, by teaching the Doctrine 
of abſolute Paſſive Obedience what ſay you for yourſelves ? are 
you guilty or not guilty ? ho up your Hands. If thou wilt 8 
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ried by the whole Legiſlative Authority of the Nation, they muſt 


condermn you or themſelves. WR,” dl 8 | 
123. Where was the Doctrine of abſolute Paſſive Obedience 
and Loyalty, when the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, Gentlemen 


and Commonalty invited the Prince of Orange to come with arm'd 
Forbes, to oblige the Lord's Anointed, God's Vicegerent, once 


their lawful Sovereign, (to whom they had ſworn Allegiance, 
and had before promiſed to ſtand by him with their Lives and For- 
tunes, in all their Addreſſes to him, after his coming to the 
Throne) to oblige him, I fay, to revoke what he had done amiſs, 
and to bind him in Chains, and his Nobles in Fetters of Iron, that 
he ſhould not govern according to his Will and Pleaſure, but ac- 
cording to Law, their Will and Pleaſure ; and when the Biſhops 
refuſed to difown, to King James, their inviting over the Prince, 
or to fubſcride an Abhorrence of the Invitation, by which it ap- 
pears that they did invite him over, or allow'd of Reſiſtanct when 
their Church was in Danger? And where was that Doctrine, 
when the Nobility, Gentry, and Commonalty roſe to join the 
Prince of Orange, after he was landed? And when the Biſhops 
and Noblemen met at Guildball, and defired the Prince to take 
2 him the Adminiſtration of the Government, and when the 
dnvention, with the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, gave the 
Crown and- Dignity to the Prince and Princeſs of Orange? and 
when the Partiamerit made War againſt the late King Famer in 
Felaud, did they not kill him and his Adherents as much as in 
them lay, at the Battle of the Boyne, &c was that according to 
the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience? = 1 
124. Where was Paſſive Obedience on the Third of OHober, 


1688, when the Archbithop of Canterbury, Biſhops of Lendes, . 


Winchefter, Aſaph,” Ely, Chithefter, Rocheſter, Bath and Vill, 
and Pzrertorough, all in a Body, waited upon the King, and the 
Archbiſhop made a Speech to him, aud after wards read and de- 
livered to him Ten Articles, cr Pi6poſals of their Advice for the 
better redreſſing of the Abuſes in his Government, the Subſtance 
of which was very near the ſame with that of the Prince of 
Oranges Declaration, except in one or two Particulars? The 
Biſhop of Rorhefter cbierves, that they. were drawn at Lambeth, 
on the firft of October, the vety fame Day that the Prince's Decla- 
ration was figned in Holland, being the Tebti N. S. which was 
out Firſt . . | 


* 


125 Where was your Paſfut Obedience, Nev 1, 1688, when 
a Parc) of the ' Prince of Orange's Declaratiohs being intercepted i 


. 


in London, and upon reading that Expreſſibn in it, That the 


Prince was moſt earneftly invited hicher by divers of the Lords, : 


doth Spiritual and Temporal, and others, the King ſeatfor ſome 
of the Biſhops. again. and required of them a Paper under their 
Hands in Ab ce of the Prince of rat intended Invaũon 


by: kuck 2 Day, which Abnorrence was deßghed io have been 
6 1 8 11 55 tacked 
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tacked to a Proclamation then in the · Preſs for ſuppreſſing the 
Prince's Declaration? The Biſhops of Canterbury, London, Pe. 
terboroug h, and Reche/ter, (on whom this Storm only fell) refuſed 
to do it, upon which his Majeſty was very much inc enſed againſt 
them, and parted from them with Indignation. Aud thereupon the 
| Fefuited Party at Court were i widently enraged, that,as we are 
 credibly informed (faith the Biſhop of Rechefter) one of the Chief 
' adviſed in a Heat, they ſhould all be impriſoned, and the Truth ex- 
torten from them by Viclenſee. a ee 

127. Where was the Doctrine of abſolute Paſſive Obedience and 
- Loyalty, when on the fifth of November 1688, the Prince landed, 
and on the twelfth, when the Lord Cornbury, with his Royal Re- 
giment of Dragoons, and the Duke of St. Alban's Regiment of 
' Horſe, commanded by Colonel Lang/ion, went over to the Prince! 
On the 15th of Nevernber, the Gentry of Somer/et/hire and Der. 
ſerſhire waited on the Prince at Exeter, who ſpoke to them as 
follows: Though we Fnow not all your Perſons, yet we have a Ca- 
* talogue of your Names, and remember the Character of your Worth 
and Intereſt in your Country. Du fee we are come according to your 
Invitation, and our Promiſe. Our Duty to God obliges us to protect 
the Proteſtant Religion, and our. Love to Mankind, your Liberties 
and Properties; concluding, let the World naw judge, if aur Pre- 
tenſiont are not juſt, generous, fencere, and above Price, ſince we 
might have had even a Bridge of Gold ta return bac; but it is 
' our Principle and Reſolution, rather to die in a goed. Cauſe, than 
live in a bad one; well knowing that Virtue and true Honour is its 
own Retoard, and the Happineſs of Mankind our great and only De- 
fign. On the 16th the Lord Delamers aſſembled fifty Horſemen, 
and marched to Mancheſter, and the next Day to Bowden- Downs, 
his Forces being encreaſed to One hundred and fifty; he declared 
his Defign was to join the Prince of Orange, and this ſmall Party 
of Men, by Degrees, drew in the Earl of Devonſbire, Earl of 
Stamford, Earl of Danby, Sir Scroqp How, Sir Will. Ruſſel, &c. 
and all the North. © - | + 5 
127. Where was the Doctrine of abſolute unconditionate Pa/ 
eve Obedieme and Loyalty, when Sancroft, Archbiſhop of Canter- 
* bury, (who was the firſt ſigned the Prince of Oranges Invitation 
to the City) went from Guildhall, and demanded the Keys of the 
Tower of Sir Bevil Skelton, King Fames's Lieutenant, in the 
Name of the Lord Mayor, and the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
then aſſembled at Guildhall, which the eee delivered to 

Dim, and he delivered the ſame, as by Order from the Lords, &c. 
to the Lord Lucas, who took immediate Poſſeſſion thereof, which 
Would have been as real Acts of Læſæ 1aje/latis, it King Fames 

Had not forfeited the Duty and Obedience of his Subjects, as if he 
had ſtabbed him to the Heart? + 
128. And where was that Doctrine, when Prince George of 
Denmark, the Duke of Grafton, Dxke of Ormond, Lord Churchill 


„ « þ . » 


N 


6. the late Dbke of Marlborough, and many others of the Proteſtant 
led Nobility, went over to the Prince of Orange at Sherborn Caſtle? + 
uit Y November the 29th, Bri/iel was ſeized by the Eat! of Shrewsury, 
the YI and Sir TJobn Guije ; the Lord Lovelace wes deliveied by the Gen- 
Pre uy of Glautefter faire, out of the Caſtle of Ghucefter, where he 
14 | was a Prifoner; Newcaftle received the Lord Lomley ; York was 
ein the Hands of the affeciated Lords; and the Garriſon of Hull 
ſeized the Lord Langdale, their Governor, a Paji/t,and the Lord 
5 Montgomery, and diſarm'd ſome Popib Forces newly ſent 
So 8 ER 1 | | 
de. 129. Where was the Doctrine of abſolute Paſſive Obediente * 
of Wl :nd Loyalty, when Prince George of Denmark, the Duke of Or- 
© mond, Lord Mordaunt, Earl of Macclesfield, Lord Wiltfire, Lord 
* Þ Cornbury, Lord Colcheſter, and. ſeveral other Lords; Sir William 
Portman, Sir Rowland Gwyn, Col. Sidney, and many other Knts. 
ran Gentlemen rode into the City of Salicbury, with the Prince 
rth of Orange and his Army, on the fourth of December? And where 
70 was that Doctrine, when the Princeſs Anne, the late moſt pra- 
£3 cicus ard good Queen, with the Lady Churchill, late Dutcheſs of 
"oj Marlborcugh, Lady Berkley, and the Biſhop of London, went to 


the North, to thoſe Forces then in Arms for the Prince of Orange? 


we And on December tt e 5th, when the Earl of Oxfard'carme to the 
' #5 Bl Ptinice of Orange at Salisbury? And the ſame Day the Lord Her- 
bert of Cherbury, Sir Edward Harley, and moſt of the Gentry of 
[Js Y Porceſterfhire and Herefordhire met at Worceſter, and declared for 
the Prince of Orange; Ludloto Caſtle was taken for the Prince 
by the Lord Herbert and Sir Walter Blount, and the Popiſh Sheriff * 
of NMoregſter ſecured in it by that Peer. The yretended Prince 
red ¶ oe Male was ſent to Portſmonth, with Orders to the Lord Dart- 
mouth, to fend him under a Convoy, with his Nurſe, into France, 
which he refufing, he was brought back to Londen on the 8th of 
cc. December. December 11, King James withdrew himſelf from 
London, was taken at Fever/ham the.-12th z the 161th he, returned 
to, Whitehall, and put gut an Qrderof Council, againſt all riotous 
and tumultuous Meetings and Diſorders, c. December 11, about 
Three in the Morning, the King went to Graveſend in a fmall 
Boat. About Ten o'Clock, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal a+ * 


the bout Town, came to Guildhall, London, and ſending for the Lord . 
fa Mayor and Aldermen, made the following Declaration, viz. a 
e 5 wh | | 


LE doubt not but the World believes, that in this great and dan- 
gerous Conjuntture, we are ' heartily and ztatlouſly concerned 
for the Proteſtant Religion, the Laws of the Land, and the Liberties 
be and Properties of the Subjet?. And his Majefly having withirduwn * 
elf, He do therefore unanimouſly reſolve to apply ourjelvzs to his 
of Highneſs the Prince of Orange, Se. . ö 
ul Aud tor do hereby declare, That we will, with our utmoſt Endea- 
vours, aſ%% his Hg hneſi in the obtaining ſuch a Parliament, _ a 
W H 2 * 


* 


521 
all Speed, ubæain our Laws, our Liberties and Properties may le 
ſecured, the Church of England in particular, with a due Liberty 
10 Proteſtant Diſſenters, and in general, the-Proteſtant Religion 
ord Intereſt over the whole Mor ld, may be ſupported and encouraged, 
fo the Glory of God, the Happineſs # of the eſtabliſhed Government in | 
theſe Kingdoms, and the Adwantage of all Pd and States in Chriſ- 
tendom, that may be herein concerned In the mean Time we will 
endeavour to preſerve, as much as in us lies, the: Peace and Security 
of theje great and populous Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and 
the Parts adjacent, by taking Care to diſarm all Papiſts, and ſecure 
all Jeſuits, and Roman Prieſts, ho are in and about the ſame. And 
if there be any thing mare to be per formed by us, for promating his 
ig hnefi's generous Intentions for the Publick Good, we A be ready 
to do it as Occaſion requires. 

Signed, V. Cant. T. Ebur. Pembroot, Dorjot, Mulgrave, 
Thanet, Carliſle, Craven, Aylesbury, Burlingtan, Suflex, 
2 Roc heller, N IWeymauth, P. Wincheſter, 

V. Aleph, F. Ely, The. *Roffon, Tha, Peterbaraugh, P. 
barten, North and Grey, .Chandais, Mantague, T. 1 
Fermyn, PFaughton, Cherbury, Culpeper, Crew, Ofulſion. ( 


And they ated the Earl of Pembrote, the Lord Viſcount 
Weymouth, * Biſhop of Ely, and the Lord Culpeper, forthwith 
to-attend his Highneſs, the Prince of Qrange, with the ſaid De- 
claration, and at the ſame Time to acquaint his Highneſs with 
what we have further done at this Meeting. . Dated at Guildhall 
the 11th of. December, 1688 but not 5 to the Doctrine 
of abſolute Paſſive Qbediency to Tyranny, 

130. The iame Day the FR of Landon, 68 the fol- 
lowing Addreſs to the Prince of Orange, ati Guildhall, and ſent it 
by Sir Rok. Clayton, Sir Weill. Ruſſel Fs vi Bail e and 
Clarks Duncab »Elq; vix. 


May it pleaſe your Highneſs, 83 

| Hes can never ſufficiently expreſs the deeh Senſe we haus conceived, 
and fball æuer retain in our Hearts, that your Highneſs has ex- 

ta ſo many Dangers, by See and Land, for the Pre. 
e Religion: of the Laws and Liberties of 
bs Wit ty ralelled Undertaking ,we pra- 
1 haue 7 ered all en that Popery and Save ry « — . 
28 3 us Wi ban bean greuth concar ned, thab ts this 
net any. fi \ ſhaſanable Opportunity to giueyour Highneh, and | 1 
2 Warid, a real. Teaimony,. that it has been ous. firm Reſolution to | 
v3: 8 all that is dear ia ut, ta attain thoſe glarigus Ends which your 
Hhghneſi bas propoſed, fer reftoring and ſeriling theſe difiratied' N g- 
tions.” We therefore, now uhanmouſhy-preſent to your Kighneſs, our - 

tuft. 9:4 dus Acknowledgements for that dot Relief you. haus braught 
1945 - Audꝭ that we may not be ie a this Agent nf 


we 
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we have put ourfeiver into. — Jr 

God we may 22 capable to preve Deſigns, au to 

City in Peace and Safety, "till till yo your oy High will pleaſe to . 10 

this City, with what contumiant Speed you can, for the porfſeBing the 
great Work, which your Fiighnefs has * np gen, the poet l 

75 and Satisfattion of us all. 


131. The fame Day, December the 118. the Lord:Mayory 
Aldermen, and enen this City of Landon, in Common- 
Counce il aſſe mbled. agreed on, and figned an Addrefs tothe Prince 
of Orange, imploring his Protetiron, and humbly befeeching him m» 
repair ti this City, where his Highneſj /honld be received with uni- 
ver/ol Foy and Satisfaition. All which Addreſſes were preſented" 
to his Highneſs the Prince of Qrarge, by the Perſons 
the 24th of December at Fun upon Thames but not according 


ta Dr. Hits, Dr. Halton, Dr. 4eterbury, m 


&c. unconditionate Obedience. 

132. On the r ch of December, the Privy Council and Peers, 
met again at the Council Chamber at. Inte. Hall, and made an 
Order, That all Iriſh Officers and Soldiers ſhould deliver up their 
Arms to forne of the Officers of the Ordnance, to be depoſited in the 
Tower of London. Signed by Fhonras Ebor, Hallif ax, "Won. 
Carlifle, Craurn, 2 Rubefter, N. Dureſme, P. 
chefer, North and Grey, F. Pruar, Firms. 

133. At that Time alt the Forts in gland, 8 
mouib and Tilbury, were in the Prince's Hands. 
the Duke of Graf? n, by an Order from the Lords of the Coun 
cul, march'd. through the 81rond, Nc. at the Head of a Foot 
Regiment of Guards; io take the Fort of T7hary out of the 
Hands of King Jemers Iriib Soldienm. The 17th, King James 
Ad Lode a Popi/h Biſhop, out of Newgate. The ivth, 
the King went to RNocheſler, and the ſame Day the Prince of 
Orange came to St. Jams, arterrded by à great Number of 
Nobility and Gentry. And on the fame Day, the Common 
— the ty pa ſſad an Order, That all the Auer men, and 
their Common Council "Men of each Ward fhould-wait upon bis High : 
ntfs, ani congratatute him upon his Arrival ta the City; aud on 
the 20th they went to gᷣt. Famer's, where Sir George Tah, their 
Recorder, made the fab ing Speech in their 2 vix. 

May jt pleaſe your Highneſs, 
134; HE Lind lay bring difebled by Sicknof, your A- 


nefs is attended. by the Aldermen am Commons of the a- 


pal City 7 this Kingdom, deputed is corgraralore your W 
upon this great and glorious Qceaſron. 

In which, labouring for. Words, —U— — ion Bars 

- Reviewing aur lara Danger, wi ume mber aur Church an 

Shate guer-run by Popery and Arbin on Power, and brought 4 the 

ein . 
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Paint of Deſtruction, by the Canduct of Men (that were gur true In- 
waders) that broke the ſacred Fences 25 aur HOGS AA war ere 7 
the very Canſtitution of. our Legi 56 

Lo that there tiert no Re 9 er nh 

be any * under 9 8 Remy, was 
your Highneſs i 

Nu are 2 Nation, whoſe Alliance, i in all Ti m es, har been agree. 
eee to us 

Tau are of a Fawily moſi illuſtrious Benefaftors to Mantind ; ts. 
baue a Title of a Sovereign Prince, Stadt-holder, and to haut ors N 
the Imperial Crown, are among fi their leſſer Dignities. - SE 

' They have long enj d a Dignity ſingular and tranſcendant; vie,” 
1s be the Champions of Almighty God. ſent forth in Jeong Ages to 
vinduate his Cauſe againſt the greateſt Oppreſſions. 

To this divine Commiſſion, our Nobles, our Gentry, and among 


them our braue Engliſh Soldiers, render themſelves and their Ars | 
upon your appearing. Great Sir, 


When we look bath to the laſt Month, and contemplate the Swift. 
eſs on” Fulneſs of our preſent Deliverance, u toe think it 
mirac 

VDur Highneſs, led by the Hand of Heaven, * lle UN the 
Jute of the People, has preſerved our deareft Intereſts. © 

The Proteſlant Religion, which is primitive Chriſtianity, reſtar'd. 
er Laws, which are our ancient Title, to our«Lives, Liberties,” and. 
Efeates, and without which this World were a Milder ©. 

But what Retribution can we mate to your Highneſs Our 
Thoughts are full charg d with Gratitudde. 

Var Highneſs has a laſting Monument in the Hearts, in the. 
Prayers, in the Praiſes of all gond Men amongſt us. + 

And late Poſterity wi celebrate yup ever an Nane, 180 
Time fol be n mare. 


135. On the 21ſt of December, FR Lixty of the Peers met 
at 1 James, ' who all (except two) ſubſcribed: a Paper in the 
Nature of an Aſſociation: After which his Highneſs made a 
19 Speech to them. . 
On the ad, the Lords Spiritual and W aſſembled ö 
eftminſter, in the Houſe ot Lords, and appointed Francis 


* 


Gwyn, Eſq; to ſign ſuch Orders as ſhould be from Time to Time: 
by them made, which was thus Signed b 


| * Thomas Ebor, Norfolk, Somerſet, Grafton, Ormond, Beaufort, 

Northumberland, H. lifax, Oxford, Kent, Bedford Pembrote, Dor 
A, Devonſhire, Bolingbrook, Mancheſter, Rivers, Stamford, Thanet, 
Scarfagle, Clarendon, Burlington, Suſſex, Macclesfield, Radnor, 
Berklty, Nottingham, Rocheſter,” Fauconberg, Mordaunt, Newpart, 
WWaymouth, Hatton, M. Ajaph, F. Ely, Lo. Ware, R. Eure, P. 


way Paget, North and Gro, Chandats, Mantague, Grey; May- 
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9 
nard, T. Jermyn, Vaughan, Carbery, T- Culpepper Lucas, Delamerr, 
.Crew, Lumley, Cartaret, Ofulſton. 

137. The 23d, King James withdrew bimſelf from Rechehtr, 
and went to Dover, and embark'd.in a Veſſel there from Fance. 
138. The aforegoing Peers being aſſembled the 25th of De- 
cember in the Houle of Lords, ſigned any 1 to his 1 70 
nels this Addreis. 


'E the Lords Spiritual and Temparal aff mbled in this Con- 
 Junfure, do dejire your Highneſs to take upon you the Admi- 
a tration of the publick Mairs, beth Civil and Atilitam; and the 
Diſpoſal of the publick 2 or the Preſervation of our Religion, 
Rights, Laws, Liberties, and Properties, and of the Peace of the 
Nation, till the Meeting of the Convention, Jan.. 22. . 


And the Lords, Sc. did humbly defire his Highneſs to cauſe 
Letters to be written, ſubſcribed by himſelf to all the Lords, 
being Proteſtants, and all the Counties, &. to ſend Members to 


the Convention on Jan. 22. 


139. On the 19th of Fanuary following about thirty Lords, 


and cighty Gentlemen of Scotland, ſign'd a Paper to the ſame 


.Purpoſe, which was delivered to his Highneſs in their Preſence, 
by the Duke of Hamilton, their Preſident. | 
140. On Fon. 22, 1689, the Convention being met according 

to his Highnets's Order, they order'd, That the Thanks of bath Hanjes 
' ſhould be returned. to his Highneſs in the Behalf of the whale Nation, 
for his Highneſs's happy Deliverance of this Kingdom from Popery, 
Slavery, and deſpot 
teſtant Religion, and the Laws, Rights, and Privileges, aud 
.Cuſtoms_of our Land, &c. and both Houſes ordered the 3rit of 
January tor a Day of publick Thankſgiving'in Lendon and ei- 
minſter, and within ten Miles Diſtance for that great Delive- 
rauce; and on the 14th of February following, throughout the 
.whole Kingdom. But not according to the Doctrine of abſolute 
Paſſiue - Obedience — | 

141. On the 28th. of 7a nuary the Corivention paſſed. this 
Vote. - Reſulved, That King James the Second having endeavoured 
to ſubvert the Conſtitution of this Kingdom; by breaking the original 
Contract between King and People and, ty the Advice of Jeſuits, and 
other wicked Perſons, having violated the fundamental Laws; a 
taving withdrawn bimſelf out of this' Kingdom, bath F406} the 
Government, and that the Throne is thereby become vacant. Was 
this according to the Doctrine of Non · Reſiſtance? 

V 142. On the 6th of Re the Lords aſſented to the Gid 

ote. 

143 The Ward: Abdicated relates to all the Clauſes aforego- 
ing, as wel! as to his deſertiag the Kingdom, or elſe they would 
have been A wholly in vain; the Meaning of that Word is, that 


King 


iel Power, and far the P. gſervation of the Pro. 


, by violating the Origins Contract, 2nd by endea- 
vouring to ſubvert the fundamental Conſtitution, and by refuſing 
to reſtore it to its former Condition (all which was expreſs'd by 
his withdrawing himfelf out of the Kingdom) did chdirate the 
Government; that is, by refuſing to govern us according to that 
Law by which he held the Crown, he did implicitly renounce 
his Title to it; for *tis a Right inherent and inſeparable from all 
Nations, to have the ſame Power of 9 for their own 
Preſervation and better Government, that their Anceſtors had. 
144. And on the 12th, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons, did refolve, That William and Mary, Prince and 
Princeſs of Orange, be declared King and Queen of England, c. 
145, Onthe 13th, the Lords and Commons order'd a Proclama- 
tion to be publiſid, wherein they ſzy, That the Prince and Princes 
Orange having accepted of the Crown according to their Dejire : 
therefore the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, toge- 
ther with the Lord Mayor and Citizens of London, and others of the 
Commons of this Realm, do wit h full Conſent publiſh and proclaim 
William and Mary, Prince and Princeſs of Qranyge, to be King and 
of England, c. But not according to the Doctrine of 
abſolute Paſſivs- Obedience. By this Revolution the Body of the 
People of Eagland are reſtored to their ancient Right, and the 
Government re-eſtabliſhed upon its primitive and original Foun- 
gation, and the pretended divine Right of Succeſſion is now va- 


| 1 36 
King Jama, by 


niſhed. 3 | 
1456. In the Declaration of the Nobility and Gentry, and 
Commonalty, aſſemble d at Nottingham, to aſſiſt the Prince of 


Orange, Mie hope (tay they) all. gem Proteſtant Subjes will, with 
their Lives and Fortunes, be aſſiſtunt to us, and not to be 
bear d with the opprobrious Terms of Rebels, by whreh they would fright 


tions : For we aſſure ourſelves, that no rational and unbiaſ d Perm 
will judge it Rebellion, to defend our Laws and Religion, which all 
our Princes have fivorn to at their Coronation Ws own it Rebellion 
to refit a King that 7 Law, but be was always accu, a 
Tyrant that made his Mill the Low, and to reſiſt futh a one, we) th 
2 Rebellion but a neteſſary Defence And in this Sande 

wo doubt not of all honeſt Mens Aſſiſtance, and humbly hope for, 


bis Parple, and pleaſeth him beft ; it having been obſerved, that Pes. 
ple can never be of one Mind, without bis Inſpiration, which bath in 
ell' Ages confirmed that Objervation, Vox Populi eſt Vox Dei. 

147. Now, according to the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, 
without Reſerve, as has been preach'd up, all thoſe Biſhops, 
Clergy, Nobility, Gentlemen and Commonalty, who had 
a Hald in the late Revolution, and held that rine, and 
now hold the ſame Doctrine, may expect @ double Portion 


of 


& a 


ws, to bocome perfect Slaves to their tyrannical Inſolentes and Uuſurpa- 


and implore tht great God's Protettion, that turneth the Hearts of 


> eee CCS 


157 


> | bf St. Paus Damnation, for rebelling againſt their o wü 
8 Dan. ĩ˙ͤ 5 0515 0 1 2 
y 148. In King Janes the Firſt's Reign, that ridiculous Doc- 
e trine of Kings being Fure Divino was firſt preached, which was 
t never before heard of in all the Eaſtern Tyrannies; and in Kin 

e Charles the Firſt's Time, when Popiſh and French Councils foun 
Admiſſion at Court, then aroſe the Doctrine of Paſtve Obe. 
n diente without Reſerve. There can be no Proofs made of a di- 
i vine Appointment of Kings, or of any other Governors, or 
Forms of Government, (ſo as to be a Rule for any People or Na- 


tion to go by) or that all the Revolutions and Accidents that 
| have happen'd in the World were by divine Appointment ; which 
4— to aſſert, is to make God the Author, or Approver of all the 
„ Tyranny, Rapine, Murder, and Deſolation which have hap+ 
£ pened in the World, which is a damnable Sin to aſſert. 
2 1 40. Where was the nonſenſical ſlaviſh Doctrine of Paſſive- 
Pe Obedience to Tyranny when Eliſba prayed for Blindneſs to come 
upon thoſe who were ſent by the King of Syria to fetch him? 
nd And when he commanded the Door to be ſhut, and the Meffen= 
of ger to be held faſt, who was ſent for his Head by the King of 
be | Jfgel? And when Axariab, with fourſcore valiant Prieſts, thruſt 
he z2iah, their lawful” King, out of the Temple for his Idolas 
n- y'? And when Elijah deſtroyed the two Captains with Fire 


la from Heaven, wich the hundred Men undet their Command, 

who were ſent at twice by King Abaziab to fetch him? And 
nd when che Children of Trae! flew Amaxiah their lawful King, 
of bor his Idolatry, without any Appointment in Scripture, or, 
#» & Prophecy of his Downfal? And yet this is no where call'd Re- 
„ I bellion; neither were they puniſhed by bis Son, who was made 
4. King in his Father's ſtead. And when Matthias, and his Friends 
- pulled down the Altars which were adapted to Idols? 1 4accad. 
for | i. 25, 45. And: when the Edomites revolted from Fehoram, and 
ll made "themſelves a King? And Libna did alſo rcvolr becauſe 
* of his evil Government, 2 Chron. xxi. without any Appoint-" 


ment or foretelling of their Revolt by God in Soripture, or being 
fe called Rebels. And when Saul's Subjects ſwore that Saul ſhould 
not kill Tanathan, and they reſeued him that He died not, 1 Sm. 


for, Mr. 45. And though 'the People firined-grievouſly in aſking 


* z King, yet God aſſented to their Demand, and no Prince Was 
erer more ſolemnly inſtituted tban Saul. The People choſe him 
in by Lot from amongſt all che Tribes, and he was placed in the 
| Throne by the general Conſent of the whole Nation: But be 
, tuning his lawful Power into Tyranny, diſobeying the Word of 
pes ide Prophet, ſlaying the Prieſts, ſparing the Amabelitet, and op- 
preſſing the Innocent, overthrew his own Raaht, and God de- 
chred the: Kingdom, which had been given hinr under à con- 


dd not only give à Rigbt on whole People of oppoling him, 
49 | but 
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tional Promſe of Perpetuity, to be entirely abrogated, This © 
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t to ex rticulag Man, and upon this Actount Daum did 
We only 4 dam hi Fory but refiſted k, by making himſelf Head 
of all the diſcontented Perſons that would follow bim: He had 
at firſt Four, 2 e dix Hundred Men; 1 be kept theſe in 
Arms aga dlived upon the Country, and reſolved to 
ries nk 23 2 his l only for refuſing to ſend Pro- 

ns for his Men; and finding himſelf weak and unſafe, he 

—_ Ah the e ne offered his Serviee againſt Au 

This wa never reputed a Sin in David, or in thoſe tu we 

„except by the wicked Court Flatterer, Hag domite, 

the drunken Fool Nabal, who is ſaid to be 4 Man of Beliok 

2 by. entertaining and arming as many as came to bim, 

even 1 ix Hundred Men, ſufficiently; ſhewed his Intention 

ra Nr And no other Reaſon can be given 

Why e did not further prin thas Intention, than that he: had 
8 enough, is plain, by his going to Tab, and defirin 
they Alliftance ; and if the — of NTeilab would have 

him, and 2 true to him, he would bave fought Saul, and his 
7725 why did he enquire of the Lord, whether the Men 

lah. would deliver him up into the Hands of Sau / gand upon 

1 de N they would deliver him up, he and his 
parted the City, 1 Sam xxii, Devid had no ther Right 

ng War ga againſt, IÞbo/be:h, Saul's Son, than againſt Saul, 

ales the Tribe, of Judab had made him King. But as David 
reſiſt the Ns of. Mbaſbeth, without aſſuming the Power 

A though deſign d by God, and anointed by the Pro- 

et, 'tilll be was made King of Judah by that. Tribe 3 or arro- 
ating to himſeif a Power. over the other Tribes, *till he was 

ws King by them, and had entered into a ap ear with 

em; tis much more certain that the Perſons and the 

ed Authority of: tyrannical Kings, who can have no 
to. the Privileges which were due to by Virtue, of his — 
tution, may Te y reſiſted. But if Saul, who was made King 
by the whole People, and anointed by, the Command of God, 
Wight de refiſted when he departed from. the Law of his Inſti- 
fution, it cannot be, doubied that any other. for. the like Reaſon 
may not be refiſted. It Refitance. was. unlawful, and a.. Sin, 
ſurely David, a Man after God's own Heart, would have known- 
it 3 and he would not have. involved, the Six Hundred: Men that. 
came to his Aſſiſtance, in the Sin of Rebellion, but wou d have. 
told them the eden en nat to be refiſted, though never ſo gieat 
7 yrant, Accordin pretended Doctrine, of Fare Divine, 

vileſt Shave. in al had become Out, perry ifhe 
could have kill d Selamag, Ace, and, found. Villains to. 
place him in the Throne. 

150, Where was the Bow: ftring Docu of. h bes 2 

bedience when the primitive Chrittians called in 
* eee the Tygating ang X 
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| « 
of Mank and Aziminius; with Fore bf Arm, with which 
they eonquer'd thoſe Perſecutors th ſeverdl Bätiles fought againſt 
them? And when the primitive Chriſtians refiſted Luctiniat the ir 
Emperor, for perſecuting them cofictary to Law and Cimflantint 
the Gyeat joined with thetn ; 00% held it hit Duty, ſaith Exfebius 
10 lullvor in infinite Number of People, by curtin off 4 few wiehi 
, a5 the Phi an Plagiies if the Times ? Arid when the pri- 
niſtive Chriſtiats under the King of P4/i4, reſiſted him for per- 
FeUting them, arid were affifted by 7394o/th? the Romdn Enip 
— who told the King of Pirfid, He mat riady th dein th, 
no toays th fed them for Roligioni ? And when the-Chrife 
tians of Armenia the Greatty, made a League with the Romany 
for the ſecuring of their Perſons and N the Perſians 
under whom they lived? And when the Novdtions, affiſted 
the Ortboube, ed and beat the Matediniam, though wy 
were alſtſted by Conſtantiur the Emperor with four thouſdn 
Men to drive them flom Pophlegonia ? And when the primitive 
Chriſtians deſtroyed Julians idolatrous Temple ? And when the 
Lutheran Churches defended themfelves againſt the” Empetor 
Obrien the Fifth # And when the-Proteſtints of Auſtria took up 
Arms, Anno 1608. againſt Matthias King of Hungary, for deny 
ug them the free Exerciſe of their Religion? ob 
Doctrine of Ab/olure 


rr. Where 6 | | 
Pau- Obedience, when the whole Church of England, in ſeveral 


e Was the cruel and batharous 


Cotivocations, juſtified the Proteſtibts in the reſiſting” of theit 


tyran nical Princes, and not only maintained in Words, the Jus 
doe of their Refiſtarice, bit which is more, they laid down their 
Purſes to help them; and charged themſelves deeply” with Taxes, 
A *Confideratioti of Queen £;a6ith's great Charges and Ex- 
2 ko. them: As you may ſee in the Clergy's Subſidy 

m Dr rn 
15. * Elizabeth#, Cap: 24. Among other Confideta- 
tions, for which the Clergy give- their Subfidy of Six Shilt'n 
in the Pound, they have theſe Words; And finally, poridering t 
ineftimable' Charges ſuſtained by your Highntff, as well of late Days 
in reduting. the Realm of Scotland ts Unity and Caurbrd, as alfs 
in procuring at mith as in your Highnt{s lieth, by all Kind of 
yodly and prudent Means, the abating of all Haſtil ty and Perſecu*s 
ien within the Realm of France, pracbiſed and uſed againfs thi Pro- 
err of Goi's holy Goſpel, ani true Religion. The fiſt tung ih 
his Paſſage is the Queen's Aſſiftance of the Sterch in their Re- 
ormation, wherein they were oppoſed” by the Ogcen of Scots, 
which is ſet down at large in our Chronielss, Stow,'p. 640. 
The Parliament in their Subſidy Act, at the ſame Time, Cop. 
27. call this Aſſiſtance, * The Princely and | upright” Preſerva- 


tion of the Liberty of the next Realm and Nation of Scar 


4 lid: from imminent Captivity and Defolation. The other 
call d, „The gedly om prudent Means. for W 


* 


% 160 1 
4 xflity-and Perſecution within the Realm of France; tote, p: 
650. informs us that thoſe Means were the Forces ſent under 
Dudley, Earl of Warwick, to Newhaven, to aſſiſt the French Pro- 
teſtants who were then in Arms. This Aſſiſtance of the Queen, 
Parliament and Clergy, was a dzamnable Sin, according to the 
Doctrine of abſolute paſſive and unconditionated Obedience, 
for they that are aiding and aſſiſting to Rebels, are as bad as Re- 
bels themſelves : But all the Biſhops, and Clergy in Convoca- 
tion, held no ſuch Doctrine in thoſe Days; for they call that 
Aſſiſtance, the Uſe of godly and prudent Means to abate--Hoſ. 
tility and Perſecution, practiſed and uſed . againſt the Profeſſors 
of God's holy Goſpel and true Religion. 
153. 35 Eliz. Cap. 12. The Clergy grant another Subſidy 
in Confideration of her. Majeſty's Charges, in the provident 
% and needful Prevention of ſuch intended Attempts, as tend 
« to the Extirpation of the fincere Proſeſſion of the Goſpel, 
i both here and elſewhere.” The Parliament's Subſidy Act at 
the ſame Time declares theſe Reaſons for their Tax, Cap. 13. 
Beſides the great and perpetual Honour which it hath” pleaſed God 
to give your Majeſty Abroad, in making you the principal Support 
of juſt and religious Cauſes againſt Uſurpers - --— « Beſides tbe 
great Succours in France and Flanders, which we do conceive to be 
moſt honourable in Regard of the ancient Leagues, the Fuſtice and 
. Equity of their Cauſes. And in the 39th Elix. Cap. 27, they ſay, 
This Land is become, fince your Majeſty's happy Day, both 4 Port 
and Haven of Refuge, far. diſtreſſed States and Kingdoms, and a 
Rock and Bulwark of Oppoſition againſt the Tyrannies and ambitious 
Attempts of 1 and u ſurping Potentates. les! 03 2T1u5 
154. 43 Elz. Cap. 17. The Clergy in their Subſidy Act 
ſay, For who. bath, or ſhould hape a livelier Senſe, or better Remen- 
brance of your 4 6% princely Courage and Conſlancy in aduance · 
ing and protecting the free Profeſſion of the Goſpel, within and with. 
put your Majeſty's Dominions, than your Clergy. King Charles the 
Firſt, and the -Biſhops'and Clergy of England, aſſiſted the Pro- 
teſtants of France? So that if the Scotch. French and Dutch Pro- 
teſtants were doomed Rebels in their Reſiſtance of their lawſul 
Sovereigns, then the Church and Parliament of England, quite 
through Queen Elixobeth s Reign, and in King Charles the Firſt's 
Reign, by their aſſiſting of them, involved themſelves: in the 
fame Guilt; for it is utterly unlawful; and a horrid Sin to aſſiſt 
Subjects in the Violation of their Duty and Allegiance, and to 
aid them in refiſting the Ordinance of God. But this being too 
abſurd to be belieyed of Confeflors, and Men who had hazarded 
their Lives for the Proteſtant Religion, it is plain that they held 
Reſiſtance to be lawful in theſe Caſes, though it be not to be 
ſound in their Catechiſm, nor in the Book of Homilies: For if 
they had thought it utterly unlaw ful to aſſiſt Subjects againſt - 
angiical Princes, or that St. Paul had threatned it with Damna- 
"4 | | uon, 
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don: they muſt have been willing to purchaſe it at à very dear Ratet 


ſince they applied a whoJe Year's Revenue of all the 'Benefices of 


England, to refiſt the Ordinance of God, By this it a to, 
that the neu/ modiſh Doctrine of ſubmitting to all Sorts of la w- 
leſs Oppreſſion is Madneſs and Innovation, and wholly unknown 
to the Compilers of our Homilies. 80 if they who hbw 
hold the ſame Opinion, be in an Error, they err with their Fa- 
thers, with the Church and Parliament of England and with-moſt 
of the Proteſtants in Europe, in all Apes, Then they doerr in 
good Company. 
155. And where was abſolute Paſſive Obedience, with ths 
Proteſtant Princes of Germany invited Guſfavus Adolphus, King of 
Stweden, to come into Germany to aſſiſt them againft their lawful 
Prince, for perſecuting of them; and when the Proteſtants Joined 
wich him upon his Arrival; and when King Charles 1. affiſted 
them with Men from England? 


156, Biſhop — one of thoſe that wrote the Ebene, faith | 


in the Deſerice of his A „p. 16. That either Luther, Me- 
lancthon, c taugbt the People to rebel againſt their Prince, but 
only to defend themſelves by all lawful Means againft Oppreſſion,” as 


did David again King Saul. So do the Nobles in France at this 


Day: They ſeek not to kill, but to fave their own Lives, as hey 
have proteſted by publick Writing to the World. As for us, we 
are Strangers unto their Caſe; they themſelves are beſt acquainted 
with the Laws and Conſtitutions of their Country; and there- 
fore are beſt able to * Account of the Grounds and Reaſons of 


their Doings. 


157. Biſhop. Bilſon, in his Book of the trus Difference — 
Cbriſtian Subjeftion and unchriſtian Rebellion, (dedicated to Queen 
Elizabeth): in Defence of the Proteſtants of France," againſt the un- 


Juſt Oppre/ions of their King, faith, I will nut raſhly pronounce all 


that refift to be Rebels : Caſes may fall out in Obriſtian Kingdems 
where People may * their Right againſt the Prince, and not be 
charged with' Rebellion. As if a Prince /hall go about ro fubjett his 


Kingdom to a foreign” Realm, or change the Form of the Common- 


wealth, from Empire to Tyranny, or neglect the Laws eſtabliſhed” by 
common Conſent of the Printe and Pwople,to exstuts his own Pleaſure: 
In theſs and other Caſes; which might be named, if the Nobles and 
Commons join together to defend their ancient and accuſtom 4 Liberty, 
they may not be accounted Rebels. 

158. In King Charles the Firſt's Reign, we have the Jodkebnt 
of. Biſhop Abbot, that the Caſe of the primitive Chriſtians and us 
differs in this, That they bad no Legal Right for their Religion, but 
were ſubject tothe meer Pleaſure of the Government; and whilſt it 
was jo, they made no Reſiſtance. But under Conſtantine the Em-. 


peror, they had Laws on tbeir Side, then they allowed of Reſiſtance. 


159. Sleyden, Com. I. S. tells us, that Luther had always taught 
Toat the W might not be refted ; and there was A. _ 


| Ve \ 6 J 
r Zut when the 
Conference, proved, that Reſiſtance tut allowed by the 
2 5%, ingenuouſly profefſed,. That he did not #now 
ane of it before; and then ſaid, That being the Gofpr! 
dub ant bar, mr aboliſ the Laws of the Stare, as bt had always 
tought. ; and. many Things might ſo happen, that" not only 
Matter of Right, but alſo the Farce and Neceſſity of Conſcience night 
as to arm x therefore an Aſſtuiation might bt entered into, 15 
end ours $ in Caſe Cefar hy mjelf ſhould. make War wpoR ut, or 
any one elſe in Name. In another Book of his he warned 
all Men in. — — the Magiſtrote, If be 
raiſed the tis for a Var. 
E 160. At the ſame Time. thore ww Soap Princes, and Tivens 
Gn THe ee Nr 
gaink the Emperor, $ is char ging n 
with Rebellion, ſay they, there is Gall init; and he knows; 
in hit Conſcience, that we art wronged. If ht had find to his former 
Compa#ts. and-Dacraes, vor alſa ſhowd Dave dens our Duty ; but bes 
eau/e- bs has broken them, and be/ittes fer Obehienca is due 10 God in 
the firſt Place, lat him lay the Blame. upon hm,, For being be en. 
deavaurs the Deſtruttio of our Religlon and u giuts un 
Canjo to oppgſe him with a good Conſcirnus Far in that Caſo —— 
fd ta reit, as may li made appear ,, bith from ſacred and 
Hiftery. For unjuſt Violence is by no Means the Ordinance 
nacher are sos any atherwife bound to him, than pj 2 
of the Conditions upon which be was mage Emperor 
161. The Citizens of Magdeburgh ſay, wy thy and be 
Bana guilty 
Chriſt 


up Arms againyt-them made War ufih 
himfolf, 
it. is to Fialeute to us; Sleyd. Com. 1. ii. 

162. Melonithon was of the ſame Opinion Luther, 28 cocks 
— — of Reſiſtance. as in many Places of his Writings it 
goth appear; as was St. Chry/o/tom before them both; and in his 
Commentary on Proverb Goſpel al- 


— A de under ſtandi, how utterly u. 


S XxxiV. 21, 22, he faith; The 
of. folitict Laws, which are 1 
if a lay ſul Defence: were not allowed by the Goſpel, the Goſpel 
_ Ufelf would be transformed into a State Doctrine, and would efta« 
in infinite Slavery, which-it does not. And in his common 
aces, called Vindicta, upon theſe Words of our Saviour, He that 


takes the ' Sword, ſhall pirifh by tht Sword, he ſays, For a Man to | 


tale the Sivord, is to. draw. it when it is not put info his Hands by the 
Laws; therefore he who offers unjuſt Vinletce, takes the Sword : But 
as the other hand, be who es at Deſentr, does not take the Sword, 
but he draws a: Sword- which the Laws put into bis Hands: — 
his Commentary on Rem. xiii. ngon theſe Words, Hberefore 
weſt needs br ſubd, wat only for Wrath, but alis for Cmfernc fate; 
* Rn IRE a di Sabte, * noey 
ag 
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the Ordina uce of God, no leſs than the ſeditiaus 3 und therefore theied 
Con/ciences ave guilty tas, becauſe they vhey nat the Qrditience of Gai, 
that is, the Laws, which they oyght to obey :- Therefore the Threats 
2ings, which are hora ſer dow, de pertain likewiſe i them. Let al 
Perſons therefore, by the Severity of this Command be 
not to think the Violation of the Conſtitution tobe a light Sin. 
164. Zringlius, one of the three firſt Reformers, in his Pies 


and Friendly Aumanition is the Republickh of the Switzers, diſcourſes 
much ot his Country's throwing off the Yoke of 


reckons that St. Paul was of the ſame Mind, when he ſaid; Bur 
if thow mayeſt bs free, uſe it nather : Which Eternal-Countel' of 
God, our valiant Anceſtors following with undaunted Courage, 
were blefled with wonderful Succefles, Ar. And in his Opus — 
tirubrum, Art. 40, 41, 42, he ſays, They deſorve what they 
who lie under. Oppneſſian, and a great deg! more ; they have no 


—— Plagues that foliaioed the Jews, Jer. ＋ + rom 
at of the Mlictedneſs 20 Manafteh, aud — 7 which hed 
ſalem, were-moſt juſt Puniſhments, an 2 e 

Jer People, berauſe they: fuffer'd him to do it; &c. . 

165. Lucifer de Coyliar in his Book De nan partiends i in Dea 

delinguentibus (a Book by St. Athanaſius; who calls him 

new Elias) p. 1098. declares, That be believed it was {awj11l to refit 

Kings under the Old Teſtament, and aljot9' put them to Death, in 

Cafe of 1aolatry, which he maintains the Arians were guilty of 

166. St. Auſtin, ipeaking of the Behaviour of the Chriſtians to- 
wen Julian, faith to this Effect, That the Chrijtian Salliers farm. 
ued under this Infide] Emperor, and tobvre their Religion was: not 
concerned, made Gonſcience of obeying him; but where,” indeed,” it 

2255 ro the C au Chriſt, there Wann, inueb CONE of 

22 him. Aug. in N 124. 

t was the-Miſerp of mol of mne other Cum 
gies 1 in Germany, in the Beginning of their Re- 
formation, to fall under Oppreſſton, particularly the- French, 
— and Duel Proteftatits : And it is well/known they all de- 

2 andzuſeg Beſiſtancę, which, in Scotland, ended 

eformation of the Proteſtant Religion; in H. 
mw — an abſolute Fresdom, both from the Bepih and 
aid Yoke. z. and in Frances ended in a freeExerciſcof their 
jon, but was ſoon interrupted by the-trus.Pgpyb Faith and 

— . A Maſſacre; ſo that the were forced to fight all 9 

. and-who are now under the ſame Bondage of 

again. I deſire chat it may be obſerved, that” 
ne Saua, Batch; nor French, in their firſt 

War, ever pretended that their. Rel gion was eſtabliſſied by-Law, 

and: thereby made · a Part of the Go, n ent of their Count 


Ni — ae hound · to delonds; but — 
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done them; he bids them periſh with their * ys — 


[ 64] 
uſed Refiſtince-to.repet the Violence which was done only to their 
Civil Rights, and to the Native Liberty of their Conſciences. It 
were fooliſh Impertinence to cite the Authorities of thoſe that 
were engaged in thoſe Reſiſtances; and it were endleſs to cite all 
the foteign Divines who; look'd on, and applauded. them, and 
called them The Lord's Battles. 

x67. The Government of the Roman Emperors heretofore was 
abſolute and unmixed; they governed at Pleaſure; they made 
Laws, and unmade them again, and had the Sovereign Power of 
Life and Death, for which Reaſon the. Chriſtians could with no 
Pretence reſiſt the Violence of thoſe Times, or defend themſelves 
againſt the Wrongs which were done them. Now, while their 
Condition continued thus, the Chriſtians were killed, but did not 
kill: Notwithſtanding, when under | Conſtantine the Emperor, 
they were rather for killing, than being killed; and having van- 
quiſhed ſeveral Uſurpers, and Lucinius the Emperor; they threw 
off the Yoke of Perſecution,  . 

168. If God had commanded the Yoke of SubjeRion: to the 
Tyratinical Will of Princes, tis ſtrange that neither. of the Pro- 
phets Eliſba, or Elijah, nor Azariab, nor David, with his Fol- 
lowers, nor the Jetus, under their Kings, nor the Primitive Chriſ« 
tians after their-Religion was eſtabliſhed by Laws, nor any. of the 
ancient Fathers, nor any of the Reformed Churches, ſhould. not. 
have known this Doctrine of Abfolute Paſſiue Obedience to the. Will 
and Pleaſure of T yrannical Princes. 

169. If reſiſting of the ſupreme Authority bennlawfal upon any 
Account whatſoever, then were all thoſe People guilty of Rebel- 
lion, who, in all Ages, have reſiſted or turned out their evil and 
deſtructive Kings and Governors; then the Fetus were guilty of 
this Sin, for turning out ſeveral of their Kings, without any Ap-, 
pointment ſrom God in Scriptute. So likewiſe the Primitive. 
Chriſtians did involve themſelves under the Guilt of St. Paul's, 
Damnation, for reſiſting of their Emperors; and, like wiſe, the 
Chriſtians, in all Ages, Who bave-refiſted, or turn'd out their; 
evil Princes, c. And. then Athanaſius, (the ſuppoſed Author of 
the Creed) and thoſe Chriſtians with them, did allo come under the 
Guilt of St. Paul's Damnation for approving of Caliritanus's Book, 
which, accotding to the Doftrine of abſolute Paſſive Qbedience,. 


Was 4. treaſonable and rebellious Book; for the een. to. 


Rebellion are as guilty as they that are actually in it. 

+ 150. It ia unjuſt and unreaſonable to aſſert any abſolute Paſſive: 
Obedience to any but the Laws of God, and to the Laws of the 
Land, which is moſt certainly due, and no otherwiſe. Ang for any 
of our Nobility, or Gentry, Sc. ho had any Hand in the late; 
Revolution, to ſuffer any other abſolute Paſſive Obedience to be 
. or any Member of either Houſe of the Convention Par- 

ment, is to ſuffer themſel ves to be cailed damn'd Rebels and. 
en. and. the * damn — MA 


171. 
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. He that lets an 
Lan, when it is in his Power to preſerve his Life by defending 
Himmſelf, d des t=citly confent to his own Death, which he. is ob- 
"liged: to defend by the Law of Nature, and therefore i guilty of 
his own Blood, as well as he that deftroys him; whereas by de- 
 fenting himſelf, there can be but one guilty of Blood, which is 
the Thvader) in which Defence, if he kills the other, his Blood 
Lies at U own Door'; by vhich it follows that Paſſive Obedience 
to unjuſt Molence is à Sin, but reſiſting ſuch Violence is no Bin, 
but the Duty of every Man. The firſt Duty which I owe is to 
God, che Second o my ſeff, in preferving myſelf ;&c. rhe third 
to my Farent and Sovereign, in obeyimꝑ of them in all Things rea- 
enable and awful. Kath | | 


17. The Doctrine of Paſſiye Obedience without Reſerve, is 


charging God with as palpable a Contradiction, as any two Things 
un be, it being diametrically fite to the Law of Self Preſer - 
vation,” Which is the Law of Nature, and the Decree of the Al- 
mighty, uch Law is ſacred, and not to be infringed by any Man. 
78. It is not the Doctrine of the Goſpel, ot of Jeſrs Chriſt, 
to be paſſtve — the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Country; this 
were to make the Author or Approver of all the Perſecutions 


oy , 


and innocent Blood chat has been fpilt in the World by evil 


Pritices and Governors. Whereas God never commanded any 
Thing contrary to the Law of Nature. n 
IV. All Men bay both à natural and civil Right and Propet- 
5 Lives, till they have forfeited them by the Laws of 
the ountr L JF: STI ® | . 
1475. Which the Law of a Country makes it Death to be a 
Chriſtian, then they are to lay down their Lives for Chriſt's Sake. 
This is the only Cafe wherein the Goſpel requires Paffive Obedi- 
«ence; "when the Laws are againſt a Man, and this was the Cafe 


of the Rtſt Chriſtians. 1 de 
- "126. The Goſpel is fo far from enſlaving us, or diveſting us 
of thoſe Rights and Privileges which we have already, that it en- 
courages'ts to procure more Liberties and Franchiſes, if we can 
come honeſtly by them; read 1 Cor. vii. 21; 22, 23, with Dr. 
-Hammond's Paraphraſe upon them. WW N 

177. St. Paul himſelf was not for abſolute Paſſi ve Obedience, 
Tor When the chief Captain commanded him to be ſcourged, he 
ſaic unto the Centurion, I it lawful for you to ſeourge a Roman un- 


 contitmned © Although it is very plain, that he and Silas, who fuf+ 


fered with him, had offended as they were accuſed, and were guil- 
ty of breaking the Reman Laws, by teaching Cuſtoms which we 
not law ful for them io receive or obſerve ; and the Magiſtrates 
Philippe, one of the chief Cities of Macedonia, having put them in 
Friſon and beaten them for it, would afterwards haye let them go 
dat St. PavlTaid, that they MS them allegally, and they ww! 2 
tene Li, e X ere 7 
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not depart out of Priſen, and the Magiftrates came and beſought them, 
_ . end, brought them aut, Acts xvi. 12, 36, 37, 39. and xxil. 244/25. 
178. According to St. Paul's Exhot tation to the Romans, all Ma- 

: ſtrates are the Powers that be (he does not ſay the ſupreme 
owers that be) if St. Paul had ſaid the Power that is, is ordained 

of God, it would have inferred only the ſupreme, becauſe he 
would then hive ſpoken in the fingular Number. But he ſay- 
ing, That the Powers that be, were ordained of God, does imply 
that all Magiſtrates are thoſe Powers. Then according to the Say- 
ing of St. Paul, the Lord Mayor, and all the Aldermen of Len- 
don, and all Conſtables, are. St. Paul's Powers: Now all thoſe 
1 are choſen, Var Populi, Vox Dei: To refiſt any of theſe 
owers in the Adminiſtration or executing of the Laws, is a Sin, 


and every Sin in its Nature is damnable, without Repentance and 
Fornivench of God: Yet theſe Powers may be reſiſted, proſecu · 
ted, and puniſhed, according to the Na ture of his, or their Crimes. 
Now, can any Man fay, that theſe, Magiſtrates are ordained of 
God, or have their Power from God, any more than that all Men 
are ordained of God, and have their Lives and Strength from him, 
which is their Power, and in the executing of this Power, they 
have Power to do Good or Evil? Before they are choſen Magi 
trates, they have no more Power than other Men, but when cho 
ſen, the Law is their Power, bey ond which they cannot go, with- 
out incurring the Penalty thereof. 
11 79. St. Paul's Powers, according to aur Conſtitution, are the 
Leegiſlative Authority of this Nation, the Three E/tates, in Parlia- | 
ment aſſembled, who are the ſupreme Powers, the Powers that bo, 
who haye Power to make or annihilate Laws, and theſe Powers 
are as much the Qrdinance of God, as any Powers:whatſoever ; 
and if theſe Powers are not St, Paul's Powers, then there neither 
Þ, nor can be any ſuch Power or Powers in this Nation, that are, 
or muſt be irreſiſtible, according to St. Paul To reſiſt theſe 
Powers in making cr unmaking . of Law, is a dampable-yin : 
But when theſe Perſons are ſeparated from the Legiſlative Author 
rity, they are but private Perſons, except ſuch of thoſe Perſons, that 
are Magiſtrates, who have na more Power than other Perſons, 
and are as puniſhable by the Laws of their own making, the. King 
excepted, as any other Perſon ; *the chiefeſt of theſe Powers is the 
King, becauſe in him is the executiye Part of theſe Powers, which 
is the putting the Powers of the Laws in Execution ; now all 
Perſons commilſoned by him, as the Lord Chancellor, Judges, or 
any other Magiſtrates, are but the Adminiſtrators of thoſe Powers 
which the ſupreme Powers, the Legiſlators, have made, which are 
the Laws - Now, if any of thele Judges, or Magiſtrates, natwith- 
ſtanding any Commiſſion, or pretended Commiſſion, act contrary 
to the Adminiſtra tion of theſe — the La w, they are-puniſh- 
able by Law, according to ihe Nature of their Crime, and are ac- 


; * 


| ; 1 Feufitable, cenſurable, and puniſhable by the Legrllative Powers. 
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ſolute Paſſive Obedience is a damnable Doctrine, than that H- 
ing the ſupreme Magiſtrate upon any Account wharſoever is NM 


' tributes of God, by which we believe him 4 God of infinite Love, 
Mercy and Compaſſion to all Mankind: and no Reſpecter of Per- 
ſons, for that Doctrine makes him an unmerciful, cruel, barbarous 
and tyrannical God, in making all Mankind,'that they may be 
uſed as Beaſts, at the Will and Pleaſure of a few of their Fellow 
_Creazures, who are hut their Equals, 'Lill they make them ſupreaie 
r 
1381. With what Ignorance do ſome aſſert, that Adam was an ab- 
ſolute Monarch? For that the Father of a Family governs by no 
other. Law, than by bis Will and Pleaſure, and the Father is not 
$0 he feſiſted by his Child; and that Adam had x monarchical, 
flute, ſupreme, paternal Power; and that all kingly Aurhvr 
is a fatherly Authority, and therefore irre ſiſlible, and that no Laws 
can bind the King, or annul this Authority; how could Adam be 
an abſolute Monarch, when God gave him the Herbs but in com- 
mon with the Beaſts, Gn; i. 29, 30. Caf it be thought that Go 
gave him an abſolute Authority ot Life and Death ayer Man, whe 
d not Authority to kill any Beaſt to ſatisfy his Hunger, as Was 
| n | here God fays, 
rey moving Thing that moveth, /hall be Meat far you, even d the 
Herbs date 1 given you a Things. ls it 1 to beli 
that God would have curſed Agam, if De had killed his Son Abel. 
as Cain for killing him? Cain was very ſenfible every 1 — 1 
the Law of Nature, a Right to kill hic tor Being gut 9 f 
When he.{did, Every one that found him /bauld flay Bin, Gen. iv. 14. 
God made no Exemption to the greateſt, Man living, who ſhould 
be guilty, of innocent Blend, when he ſaid, He rhat ſbedueth Man's 
Blood, by Man ſhall bis Blood be ſhed, Gen. ix. Neither Noqb, nor bis 
Sons were exempted from this great Law, and therefore could 
hayeno abſolute Authority ; fince God has no where given an 
Man ſuch Authority, there can de no ſuch lawful Authority, for 
the Community cannot make themſelves gave by inveſting tuch 
an Authority in any Map: Should they do it, it is not binding, it 
being a Sin againſt the Law of Nature, which is the Law of God, 
which makes al] Men equal, and no Men Slaves old eee e 
182. he firſt Fathers of Mankind after the Flood, had not the 
Exerciſe of Royal Power ; and whatfoever they had was equally 
devolved to every one of their Sons, as appears by the Examples 
of Noah, Shem, Abrabam, Jſaac, Jacob, and their Children. The 
firſt King we read of iu Scripture, was Nimrod, King of Babylon, 
the ſixth Son of Cub, the San of Hlam, Noah's youngeſt and ac- 
eurſed Son. This Kingdom wagſet up about 130 Years after the 
Flood, who was choſen by the People, or elſe he could not 3 
| | | | n 
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185. 72 Gavernnient, f. ſome, in | 
Mr . dhe Gee "of Hit Mini n buy Gb- 
"wernment e To which Iybiwer, "That it is 2 5 77 for 
arm Perſons to oppole. their Prince; audit is impoſſible For one, 
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Jorward to 9 i 
bnd Time, ben 2 | 
2 in order to make vs Slaves, at 1. the Laws: 
$.of many innocent Lives, and ae 
or worſhipping God, accordibg t6 their Co 
ber Oppreſſions, too'tmany to joſett ; and dic not fer 
r foreign Power, nor riſe againſt the Govertiment, or preach 
Van, ahbugh h their Perſecution was uch greater 
the, Church, in King Famer's Reign. I fay; Till the Mifth 
grown general, add Us : Defigns of che Rulere become notarious, 
;ther, and then only, Will the People be for righting themletves. 
186. Whoſoever, cither Ruler or Subject, by Force goes about 
to invade the-Rights of either Prince bf ple, andlays the Fbit- 
, for.overiurping the Conſtiturfon, and Prame of any juſt 
Government, be is guilty of the greateſt Crime, I ink 2 Man 
capable of, being. to anſwer for a theſe Miſchiefs of Blood, 
pine and Deſdlati on, which the bieaking to Pieces of Govern: 
ments brings ona Country, and he who does it, is juſtly to be ac- 
Tn who refiſts the Ordinance Dur 
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